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THE PAST YEAR has been a very 
eventful one for the enemy. Some 
people think using the term “enemy” 
to describe the far right is a bit over 
the top, but the reality is that these 
people are the enemies not only of 
black people, Muslims, Jews, Roma 
and the LGBT community, but of every 
decent person in this country. 

It has obviously been great seeing 
how our long-ago prediction that the 
English Defence League would 
collapse has proved correct. The city 
slickers who initiated and funded it 
have vanished or, more worryingly, 
moved on into organisations such as 
the Traditional Britain Group (TGB). 
When we forecast the demise of the 
EDL we warned of the arrival on the 
scene of a dozen or so smaller groups 
out of the same mould, made up of 
people who had marched with the EDL 
but who had come from an extreme 
right political background. These 
people are causing violent trouble 
around the country. 

The return of the EDL to march in 
their birthplace in Luton in November 
resulted in the attendance of a 
shambling 250-300 people who 
looked as though they could do with a 
bath and a period in an alcohol dry- 
out cell. Since Stephen Lennon, alias 
Tommy Robinson, resigned as EDL 
leader, claiming to have rejected the 
group's Islamophobia, and was 
paraded in the media by the Quilliam 
Foundation, the darlings of this 
government, he has continued to 
express many of the same racist views 
he held before. He still attracts media 
attention despite being recalled to 
prison for a short time for breaches of 
the terms of his licence, following his 
imprisonment for mortgage fraud, and 
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was invited to speak at Oxford 
University, despite widespread 
opposition in Oxford and nationally. 
He even still praises the outfit he once 
led. 

This magazine includes our annual 
review of the state of the far right in 
Britain. Much of the far right has 
declined, eclipsed by the UK 
Independence Party and riven by 
dissension. The exceptions are the 
TGB, lona London Forum, Generation 
Identity and a small number of groups 
forming the nucleus of a covert 
attempt to build an armed semi-secret 
army of Nazis and pagans with 
external help. 

That assistance is coming from 
Russia. When we started warning of 
President Putin’s links with the 
extreme right in Russia and around the 
globe, and criticising his increasingly 
despotic regime, we were accused of 
acting as a mouthpiece for Nato and 
the US government, in particular over 
our opposition to the Russian position 
in Ukraine, Russian rigging of the 
referendum in Crimea, and the 
invasion of parts of eastern Ukraine. 

Now the truth is clear with the 
confirmation of a £7.4 million loan by 
the First Czech Russian Bank in 
Moscow to the French fascist National 
Front and revelations that Russia has 
actively cultivated links with fascist 
groups in eastern Europe since at least 
2009, especially with Jobbik in 
Hungary, Solvakia's far-right People's 
Party and the Attack movement in 
Bulgaria. 

In fact the roots of Moscow's 
involvement in the far right go back 
much further. In the 1980s the original 
IONA group staged a London 
conference that included key far-right 


European leaders from Belgium, Alain 
de Benoist from France and Aleksandr 
Dugin from Russia. 

In October 2013 London again 
became the focus for a series of high 
level meetings. On 12 October the 
now ageing de Benoist and Dugin 
were here for a Eurasian conference 
supported by Scandinavians and 
Italians as well as |ONA London 
Forum regulars. During the following 
week they played host to a former 
South African government financial 
specialist noted for his vicious hatred 
of Jews. 

Then on 19 October 2013, the 
Traditional Britain Group held a 
conference at which one of the 
speakers was Markus Willinger, a 
political writer and leader of the 
international Nazi organisation 
Generation Identity. During the 
gathering, in a upmarket London 
hotel, he displayed his group's banner 
based on the symbol that ancient 
Spartan warriors carried on their 
shields. He asked all the men aged 
under 30 to step forward and join him 
in laying their hands on the banner, a 
ritual that evoked Hitler's swearing-in 
ceremony for the SS. The same symbol 
turned up at a Nazi paramilitary 
training camp held in the UK in August 
2014. Such connections make 
nonsense of claims by the TBG that 
they are merely a patriotic group. 

Our warnings about the role of the 
Russia Today (RT) television channel as 
Putin's media Trojan Horse have also 
been taken up by some senior 
journalists. Putin has spent untold 
sums on a new headquarters for RT in 
Moscow, setting up more overseas TV 
outfits and beefing up RT's staff in 
London. 
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RT's London operation, along with 
its New York office, had suffered losses 
of staff who walked out rather than 
work with the Nazis who often appear 
on RT. RT is also under investigation 
for its propaganda and lies about 
Russian actions in Ukraine and the 
downed Malaysian airliner. The 
investigatory authority is the same that 
removed the broadcasting licence from 
the Iranian government sponsored 
Press TV in London. 

Another area of concern is the 
continuing harassment of Muslim 
communities by Britain First. Paul 
Golding, Britain First's leader, is on bail 
awaiting trial next year, but has been 
running around the country acting ina 
confrontational manner not only 
towards Muslim communities but 
towards anybody who gets in his way, 
such as Labour Party canvassers in the 
Rochester by-election in November. 
We wonder why he has not been 
remanded in custody to prevent 
commission of further offences. 

We also ask why a young EDL- 
supporting soldier who made a nail 
bomb was jailed for only two years. 
Ryan McGee, 20, made a device 
packed with metal screws and glass 
designed to maximise damage. He had 
attended an EDL march and had an 
EDL t-shirt and jumper, which his 
mother had bought him for his 18th 
birthday. Although the Recorder of 
London, sentencing him, said that 
“experimentation by anybody with 
these kinds of weapons must lead to 
severe sentences”, he got a much 
more lenient sentence than an 
extremist Muslim might have done in 
similar circumstances. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
has had a busy year, attending briefing 
meetings with senior TU officials, a 
process that started last January with 
the blessing of TUC President 
Mohammad Taj. All of us at 
Searchlight mourned the untimely 
passing of Bob Crow, a true friend and 
comrade to Searchlight and a 
neighbour of mine who stood on the 
street against the BNP in Loughton. 
Bob was part of a broad coalition led 
by Redbridge and Epping Forest 


Together (REFT) that managed to 
remove the six BNP councillors from 
Epping Forest District Council and the 
one on Redbridge Council in the 2010 
elections, and stopped them again 
when they tried to return posing as 
independents. 

The work of veteran trade unionists 
in groups such as REFT has brought 
about the revival of dormant Trades 
Councils and the creation of new ones 
in East London and East Anglia. 
SERTUC has cooperated with 
Searchlight across the southeast region 
and we extend our thanks to them. 

Working on a shoestring budget we 
have strengthened relations with the 
trade unions through Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight (TUFS), including 
producing a monthly electronic TUFS 
newsletter. We have continued to 
attend many trade union conferences 
including TUC Congress and trades 
council meetings around the country. 

With the help of two young 
professionals we have developed a 
Searchlight arts website. The magazine 
is now quarterly but has increased 
from 36 to 52 pages and maintained 
its national and international coverage. 

We have continued to participate in 
conferences organised in cooperation 
with the University of Northampton. It 
is there that our huge archive on 
fascism and anti-fascism is based with 
the support of a archivist. Some of the 
collections in it are thought to be the 
largest in the country. 

Our day-to-day work of gathering 
intelligence on fascist groups and 
individuals continues, as does our 
advice to anti-fascists groups and 
others faced with far-right activity. 

Like many others in this long period 
of austerity, we have no funding and 
are therefore appealing for financial 
support. More information about our 
needs is on page 50 and we hope you 
will read it carefully. 

In the coming year we will continue 
to attend meetings, pickets, 
demonstrations, marches and 
conferences. Please make yourselves 
known to us: meeting readers always 
brightens our day. 

Lotta continua 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 
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|Investigation| 


By Gerry Gable 


| WAS AT AN anti-fascist meeting recently 
and was asked by a pensioner: “What the 
hell is President Putin playing at?” 

He was right to ask and it was his 
question that prompted this article. 
Putin's regime, and in particular his 
treatment of political opponents, has 
become increasingly autocratic and 
undemocratic. He has gone out of his 
way to silence the critics of his political 
and financial dealings and the corruption 
that runs through the country he rules. 

His critics in the media started to 
suffer unfortunate “accidents”, some 
fatal, with the result that the Russian 
media became scared to speak out. 
Russia, and the Soviet Union up until its 
dissolution in December 1991, was 
always referred to as the Motherland. 
Suddenly under Putin, it is described as 
Fatherland. Perhaps during his years 
running the KGB in East Germany, 
something rubbed off on him. 

Putin's role in the Chechen war where 
a murderous suppression of the 
population took place and rape was 
used as a day to day weapon gave the 
world an insight into his methods. He 
disregarded the fate of civilians held in 


Around the paramilitary camp bonfire, this Nazi isn't toasting marsh mallows 
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hostage situations, showing a cold 
determination not to let anything stand 
in his way. 

The murder of Alexander Litvinenko, a 
prominent Russian exile in London, 
poisoned by Putin's agents with a lethal 
dose of radiation - a slow and horrible 
way to destroy a human being - singled 
Putin out as a politician one should not 
touch with a bargepole. 

Searchlight has highlighted the 
number of Nazis, others with far-right 
links and corrupt friends of despots in 
Syria and elsewhere, who work for, or 
are invited to appear on, Russia Today 
(RT), the TV channel that spearheads 
Putin's international media empire. Some 
people on the left jump to its defence 
on the grounds that it reports on the 
sins of the USA and the West that do 
not get a hearing on the BBC or in the 
British and Western newspapers. But the 
people who run this Goebbels-style 
propaganda machine are controlled by 
the Kremlin and RT is selective in what 
events it reports and how it reports 
them. Of course they are not stupid, 
they make sure a few naive or self- 
seeking individuals from parts of the left, 
the peace 
movement and 
trade unions 
are 
interviewed 
as well. 

| have been 
told with 
some force 
that RT is the 
only TV station 
, in Britain that 
E tells the truth. 
That is simply 
not true. Al 
Jazeera has 

worldwide 
coverage 

and often 
broadcasts 
very good 


reports and interviews, and while the 
BBC might not be as good as it was 
years ago, and for example has given 
too much uncritical attention to UKIP, 
British TV and radio are still mostly 
unbiased and comprehensive. 

Meanwhile the independent media 
are suppressed. In December 2014 the 
Russian authorities withdrew the | 
icence of the country’s last independent 
TV station because it screened a 
programme about how Putin's associates 
helped themselves to the Winter 
Olympics funds. 

Recently it was disclosed that Putin, 
through a bank with links to the 
Kremlin, has lent €9.4 million (£7.4 
million) to the French fascist National 
Front. The sum is said to be the first 
instalment of loans totalling €40 million. 
The funding will boost the FN's 
challenge to the main parties in the 
2015 regional elections and the 2017 
presidential election. It has also been 
revealed that Russia is giving financial 
support to far-right groups including 
Jobbik in Hungary and Golden Dawn in 
Greece, and Putin operatives in the 
Baltic States have been uncovered. 

Generation Identity, which has 
reinvented fascism to appeal to a 
younger generation of more 
sophisticated far right activists, was 
formed with Russian assistance in 
Sweden nearly ten years ago. In Britain 
it is linked with the lona London Forum 
and the Traditional Britain Group. From 
Searchlight's reports on all these groups 
over the past few years, a pattern of 
Russian connections emerges. 

European fascists also help Putin. In 
March 2014 the Russian government 
invited some of Europe's far-right parties 
to “monitor” the illegitimate 
independence referendum in Crimea, 
including the French National Front, the 
Austrian Freedom Party, the Belgian 
Vlaams Belang and the Bulgarian Ataka. 

Now Putin is raising the stakes by 
sending experts in paramilitary and 


underground warfare to train Western 
Nazis in violent actions and how to 
infiltrate democratic protests and turn 
them into riots. One of these was Denis 
Nikitin, one of the world's foremost 
instructors in covert warfare, who 
arrived in Britain after providing training 
for Italian fascist youth groups. 

Nikitin led two groups numbering 30 
nazis each at training camps in August in 
the West Country and Wales. They were 
not all youngsters — many were older 
experienced street fighters, certainly men 
of violence, including people from lona 
and the Traditional Britain Group. Some 
guns were present and the training 
included knife fighting, techniques for 
taking out guards and anti-fascists, and 
methods of provoking riots. 

The British end of this operation is 
being run by Larry Nunn, a former 
National Front and British National Party 
activist. He has stood in elections as a 
BNP candidate and acted as a financial 
adviser to the BNP. He also set up 
groups by the name of Western Spring 
and Legion using the alias Max Musson. 

Nunn was one of the main speakers at 
a Nazi demonstration in support of 
Golden Dawn outside the Greek Embassy 
in London on 29 November. With him 
was Arkadiusz Rzepinski, another fascist 
who had been involved with the August 
training camps and spoke alongside 
Nikitin at an lona meeting a few days 
later. Rzepinski is the UK leader of the 
Polish far-right group NOP, which is 
building membership in Britain and has 
given support to British fascist 
demonstrations, such as the NF's insult to 
Britain's war dead at the Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday, the English 
Defence League in Waltham Forest and 
more recently the EDL in Rotherham. 

Another eager participant in all that 
is going on is Kevin Layzell, former 
BNP youth organiser, who appears to 
have been too unbalanced even for the 
BNP and did not survive his 
probationary period. 

Searchlight is working internationally 
with anti-fascists in Poland, Russia, 
Sweden and Germany to bring a halt to 
these activities. If any reader can provide 
any additional evidence, we would be 
glad to receive it. 

Their next paramilitary training camp 
was due to take place over three days in 
late January in central England. 


We have already achieved some 
success. Sigurd, the group that was the 
smokescreen for the two earlier training 
exercises, has vanished and a new 
embryonic group is being set up by Matt 
Tait, a regular at the Traditional Britain 
Group and lona, but also an early British 
recruit to Generation Identity. Known for 
both his violence and his wealthy family 
background, he is being groomed for 


Brain and brawn: Matt Tait, new Nazi leader in the offing 


leadership of the far right in Britain 
and further afield. 

Searchlight has passed the evidence 
of paramilitary training to the 
Metropolitan Police Counter Terrorism 
Command SO15. We now demand that 
the Attorney General and Director of 
Public Prosecutions take action before 
anybody is killed or maimed by these 
Nazi terrorists. 


ww ee 
Stata 


Kevin Layzell: according to the Nazis he stirs up trouble and runs away, leaving his comrades in the lurch 
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|Investigation| 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


EUROPEAN AND US far-right 
organisations have held an increasing 
number of international meetings and 
conferences in recent months. It is no 
coincidence that that the majority of 
these events featured representatives 
from Russia: for several years the 
Kremlin has been cooperating with 
the European far right in order to 
undermine liberal democracy in the 
European Union and weaken 
transatlantic cooperation. 

Although the party political far right 
seems far from taking power in most 
EU countries, the growing support for 
anti-EU parties, especially in France 
and Hungary, elates President 
Vladimir Putin's right-wing 
authoritarian kleptocratic regime, 


oN 


FN leader Marine Le Pen and Dmitriy Rogozin, Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, in Moscow 
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which is interested in further growth 
of the anti-democratic forces in the 
West. A recent developments in this 
area is a multi-million loan provided 
by one of the banks close to Putin's 
regime to the French National Front 
(FN). Marine Le Pen, leader of the FN, 
will most likely make it to the second 
round of the presidential election in 
2017, so Moscow's support for the 
French far right seems like a long- 
term investment. 

The first prominent meeting took 
place in Vienna at the end of May. 
Participants discussed ways to rid 
Europe of the “satanic gay lobby” 
and many of them hailed Putin as 
Europe's “redeemer” from 
Americanism, liberalism, secularism 


and homosexuality. It was hosted by 
Russian millionaire Konstantin 
Malofeev, owner of the Moscow- 
based investment fund Marshall 
Capital Partners. Malofeev is known 
for having financed Russian right- 
wing extremists fighting against the 
Ukrainian authorities in Eastern 
Ukraine: Igor Girkin, the former 
colonel at Russia's Main Intelligence 
Directorate, and Aleksandr Borodai, a 
Muscovite businessman who was 
serving as “Prime Minister” of the 
virtual “Donetsk People’s Republic”. 
The EU sanctioned Malofeev in July, 
so his visit to Austria may well be the 
last time he has travelled to an EU 
member state. 

Due to the clandestine nature of the 
meeting, the full guest list is unknown 
but the Austrian-Swiss journalist 
Bernhard Odehnal who exposed this 
conference believes the following 
were present: Russian “neo- 
Eurasianist” fascist Aleksandr Dugin 
and ultranationalist artist Ilya 
Glazunov; the FN’s Marion Maréchal- 
Le Pen (granddaughter of Jean-Marie 
Le Pen) and Aymeric Chauprade; the 
Heinz-Christian Strache, John 
Gudenus and Johann Herzog of the 
Austrian Freedom Party; Bulgarian 
Ataka's leader Volen Siderov; the 
leader of the Spanish Catholic- 
monarchist Carlist movement Prince 
Sixtus Henry of Bourbon-Parma; and 
Serge de Pahlen, director of the Swiss 
financial company Edifin. 

The second pan-European far-right 
conference took place in Stockholm 
on 22 June under the title 
“Identitarian Ideas VI". It was hosted 
by the Swedish far-right think-tank 


according to the various sources, only 
Backman, Fiore, Michel, Gyéngyési 
and Piskorski were present. 

The fourth meeting, International 
Forum “Large Family and Future of 
Humanity”, took place in Moscow on 
10-11 September. The title of the 
event was misleading, because 
essentially it was a previously 
advertised World Congress of Families 
VIII “Every Child A Gift: Large 
Families - The Future of Humanity”. 
The World Congress of Families 
(WCF) is an international coalition 
based in the USA which promotes 
Christian right values. After the 
annexation of Crimea by Russia, the 
US sanctioned a number of Russian 
politicians who were connected to the 
WCF, and the organisation officially 
cancelled the planned WCF VIII in 
Moscow, as it decided not to risk 
harming its reputation domestically by 
cooperating with the sanctioned 
individuals. Nevertheless, it proceeded 
with the event, but under a different 


Marion Maréchal-Le Pen and Heinz-Christian Strache in Lyon 


Motpol (Antithesis) and the Swedish Ataka, Bulgaria), Johan Backman name and removing any references to 
far-right periodical Nationell Idag (Finland), Marton Gyéngydési Vobbik, the WCF. 
(National Today). Hungary), Giovanni Maria Camillacci From the US side, the event was co- 
At this conference, Austrian and Roberto Fiore (Forza Nuova, organised by the WCF's General 
identitarian ideologue Markus Italy), Mateusz Piskorski and Konrad Director Lawrence Jacobs and 
Willinger presented his new book Rekas (Samooborona, Poland), Communications Director Don Feder. 
Europa der Vaterlander (Europe of Bartosz Bekier (Falanga, Poland), and From the Russian side, the meeting 
Fatherlands); Manuel Ochsenreiter, Nick Griffin (BNP, UK). However, was co-organised by the Russian 


editor of the far-right magazine 
Zuerst! (First), talked about the 
geopolitics of the crises in Ukraine, 
Syria and Kosovo; while Patrik Forsén 
of the Swedish right-wing extremist 
Nordisk Ungdom (Nordic Youth), John 
Morgan of Arktos, Patrik Ehn from 
Nationell Idag, Eva Charlotta 
Johansson from Motpol, and Manuel 
Ochsenreiter discussed Ukraine, 
Russia and the United States. 

An international conference titled 
“Russia, Ukraine, New Russia: Global 
Problems and Challenges", took place 
on 29-31 August in Yalta, in the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea 
annexed by Russia. The organisers 
had invited more than one hundred 
guests, including the following 
representatives of the European far 
right: Frank Creyelman (Vlaams ee. ee) \ e - 
Belang, Belgium), Luc Michel (Parti PPA eRe ROR 1 gS ae: eae 
Communautaire National-Européen, 
Belgium), Pavel Chernev (far-right Continued on page 12 


(I-r) Patrik Forsén, John Morgan, Patrik Ehn, Eva Charlotta Johansson and Manuel Ochsenreiter, Stockholm 
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* Stockholm, Sweden * Vienna, Austria 


* London, UK * Tennessee, USA 
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* Crimea, Ukraine * Tehran, Iran 


* Budapest, Hungary * Damascus, Syria 
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present was Johann Gudenus of the 
Freedom Party of Austria. He 
condemned Western sanctions against 
Russia which is waging war on 
Ukraine and talked about “the strong 
gay lobby in Europe" which “controls 
the mass media". According to 
Gudenus, the US is behind the alleged 
attempts at destroying traditional 
values in Europe. 

Major Austrian political parties have 
criticised the message of Gudenus. 
The federal spokesperson of the 
Austrian Green Party, Eva 


a9 Pvep Glawischnig, urged Heinz-Christian 
x” Strache, leader of the Freedom Party, 
a scams to distance himself from Gudenus's 
Luc Michel delivering a speech through an interpreter, Yalta speech at the congress, saying: “The 
FPO chairman must decide whether 
Orthodox Church, the Centre of founder of the St Basil the Great he and his friends want to be in the 
National Glory and the St Andrew the — Charitable Foundation. pay of Moscow or on the European 
First-Called Foundation headed by The congress hosted the FN's side”. 
Vladimir Yakunin, and the afore- Aymeric Chauprade, who even sat in The fifth meeting, the annual “New 
mentioned Malofeev, who is also the the presidium of the congress. Also Horizon" conference, took place in 


INTERNATIONAL FORUM 


LARGE FAMILY AND 


64 


Presidium of the WCF VIII in Moscow (I-r): Chief Rabbi of Russia Berel Lazar, Supreme Mufti of Russia Talgat Tajuddin, Aymeric Chauprade, Russian right-wing politician Yelena 
Mizulina, Konstantin Malofeev, Nataliya Yakunina and Vladimir Yakunin 
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Tehran from 27 September to 1 
October and was organised by Iranian 
authorities. It hosted more than thirty 
participants to discuss “the Zionist 
9/11 conspiracy” and “Israel 
lobbying” in various countries. The 
conference was attended by 
Ochsenreiter, Piskorski, French 
conspiracy theorist Thierry Meyssan, 
Italian neo-Nazi Maoist Claudio Mutti, 
and Dugin's associate Leonid Savin, 
who all gave speeches at this 
antisemitic rally. 

The sixth meeting, the European 
Congress entitled “A Forum on the 
Future of Europe, Its Culture, People, 
and Civilisation”, took place in 
Budapest on 3-5 October. It was 
organised by the US-based National 
Policy Institute (NPI), a far-right think- 
tank headed by Richard Spencer, and 
co-sponsored by the NPI, Arktos 
Media, Motpol and Radix Journal. 

The original line-up of speakers 


(I-r) Leonid Savin and Manuel Ochsenreiter holding a flag of Dugin's Eurasian Youth Union, Tehran 


featured Spencer, Morgan, Dugin, 
Ochsenreiter, Willinger, Gyéngyési, 
New Right author Tomislav Sunic, the 
head of the American Renaissance 
webzine Jared Taylor, and French 
identitarian activist Philippe Vardon. 
However, the congress came under 
serious pressure from the Hungarian 
political establishment, and the event 
turned out to be a disaster for the 
participants. In the end, only Sunic 
and Taylor were able to attend the 
congress. Spencer was arrested by 
Hungarian police the evening before 
the start of the congress and then 
expelled from the country for 
violating a ban on entering Hungary. 

The most recent meeting, “Frieden 
mit Russland — Fur ein souverdnes 
Europa” (Freedom with Russia — for a 
sovereign Europe), took place in Berlin 
on 22 November. It was organised by 
the far-right Compact magazine 
edited by Jiirgen Elsdsser. 


The event hosted, among others, 
Yakunin, Natalya Narochnitskaya and 
John Laughland of the Paris-based 
Russian soft-power think-tank 
Institute of Democracy and 
Cooperation, Vice President of the 
Eurosceptic Alternative for Germany 
party Alexander Gauland, German 
conspiracy theorist Andreas von 
Billow, and the newly elected leader 
of the neo-Nazi National-Democratic 
Party of Germany Frank Franz, as well 
as his Parteigenosse (party comrade) 
Sebastian Schmidtke. 

The conference was a closed event 
too, and a journalist from one of the 
leading German newspapers, Bild, 
was violently prevented from 
reporting it. The content of the 
conference, however, was hardly 
secret: the participants showed their 
solidarity with the aggressive 
behaviour of Russia and blamed the 
US for every evil on the earth. 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


OVER THE PAST few months, we have continued to 
see the political scene to the right of the Conservative 
Party dominated by the rise of the UK Independence 
Party (UKIP). Its latest success in Rochester is a 
standout example of its continued dominance. 
Meanwhile, to its right, we see various marginalised 
groups still fostering debate among themselves, and to 
a limited degree developing wider activities. This 
includes in the assorted, regularised forums where 
people from a variety of far right organisations gather 
to share ideas. 

This article will focus on these events, as a cluster of 
them now tends to develop towards the end of each 
year. It will reflect on the levels of continuity and 
friction found within them too. Such regularised 
gatherings currently include the conferences of the 
Traditional Britain Group, the bi-monthly IONA London 
Forum, and the annual John Tyndall memorial meeting. 
At these events, a more radical agenda to that offered 
by the larger, populist right party, UKIP, is being 
discussed. However, aside from agreeing that Nigel 
Farage is stealing their thunder, the ideologies and 
influences found in these forums are very varied and 
often incompatible, taking inspiration from ideas 
spanning libertarianism and open neo-Nazism. So 
ideologically, the picture is one of underlying 
fragmentation, yet much of the talk is about finding 
unity. 

Plotting some of these synergies and differences 
among these groups also allows us to break down 
what is a quite complex, small world of far and 
extreme right ideologues. Like overlapping circles in 
Venn diagrams, there are resemblances and disparities 
between the figures who mix in these groups, yet 
underpinning all of them are some common 
aspirations, such as: rejecting liberalism and 
multiculturalism, promoting a ‘traditional’ idea of 
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British identity, and attacking the mainstream of British 
politics, and the British state, as corrupt. How do these 
themes play out in these various groups? 


Traditional Britain Group 
To begin with the ultra-Tory Traditional Britain Group, 
we see that it continues putting on events, with some 
private income probably helping to finance conferences 
in plush London hotels. However, it has not become 
the larger scale organisation that it seemed to think 
was possible over the course of 2014. Its various 
conferences continue to be a mixed bag, featuring a 
wide variety of opinionated white men. These guests 
tend to have a history of operating somewhere 
between the fringes of the mainstream right, such as 
former Monday Club activists, to those with a deep 
love of fascist philosophers such as Julius Evola — the 
intellectual who, among other things, proved highly 
influential on a wave of extreme right terrorism in Italy 
in the 1970s, and the ideology of Third Positionism. 

The group's most recent conference was held in 
London on 18 October 2014, and titled typically 
enough ‘The Basis of Culture’. The impact of the 
modern world on a traditional way of life was much 
criticised, identifying modernity with ideals such as 
liberalism and multiculturalism. Speakers included the 
Croatian-American writer and activist Tomislav Sunic¢, 
whose work broadly fits into the nouvelle droite (new 
right) school of intellectualised neo-fascism, pioneered 
by Alain de Benoist; and the pithier figure of Paul 
Weston of Liberty GB, who is also a regular contributor 
to the ‘Counter-Jihad' website Gates of Vienna. The 
Traditional Britain Group's website gives a full list of 
contributors, and interestingly also hosts videos of 
many of the speeches. 

Intriguingly, the most high profile guest was the 
former UKIP controversialist Godfrey Bloom, who 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide independent comment in these pages. 


talked around his theme of ‘Why Traditionalism and 
Libertarianism are not Incompatible’. Though all in all it 
was a fairly lively lecture, it showed little of Bloom's 
trademark ‘colourful statements’. Bankers and 
politicians were to blame for the current state of things, 
and should be ‘hanged’, but this was about as extreme 
it got. Reflective of some of his libertarian ideological 
underpinnings, Bloom felt that states in particular were 
guilty for failing to prevent the recent financial crisis. 
The super-state institution the European Union was a 
terrible development, we learned, and he enjoyed 
giving anecdotes of his times as an MEP. Aside from 
some typical armchair general observations of this type, 
the title of his talk promised some attempt to reconcile 
the seemingly contrary themes of ‘tradition’ and 
libertarianism. Here, Bloom offered little, underscoring 
the essential conflicts between these two themes. 


he led the BNP 


What is perhaps more interesting is the circles with 
which a fairly high profile figure, such as Bloom, is now 
choosing to associate, following his ejection from UKIP. 
For example, aside from Weston and Suni¢, another of 
the speakers was the veteran far right activist Sam 
Swerling, who has been involved with groups ranging 
from the Monday Club to Andrew Brons's British 
National Party splinter, the British Democratic Party. The 
Francophile Swerling, for his part at the Traditional 
Britain event, gave a well researched, albeit clearly 
partisan, history of the rise of the Front National, from 
Jean Marie Le Pen's activism in the 1950s to the present 
day under his daughter Marine Le Pen. His assessment 
for the present situation was that a party like UKIP 
needed to make firm friends with the Front National in 
Europe, and he was critical of what he felt to be UKIP's 
moderation in failing to develop this relationship. 


Godfrey Bloom at the Traditional Britain Group conference in the company of Bernadette Jaggers, National Front election candidate and former bodyguard to Nick Griffin when 
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lona London Forum organiser Jez Turner on a National Front Remembrance Sunday march with Bernadette Jaggers (above) and at the John Tyndall memorial event (right) 


His speech also included a staunch defence of the 
Front National's rather poor record of anti-Semitism, 
and links to wider cultures of French fascism. Trying to 
offer a counter-narrative, Swerling talked about the 
Front National's roots in older extreme right groups in 
France, such as those active in the interwar period like 
Charles Maurass’ Action Francaise and Colonel De La 
Roq's Croix de Feu. He also talked briefly and positively 
about the Nouvelle Droite and Club de I'Horloge. 
These are groups regularly described as either fascist or 
extreme right in the academic discussions on French 
history published by leading historians of the topic, 
such as Robert Paxton, Roger Eatwell and James 
Shields. Swerling also talked apologetically about Le 
Pen's anti-Semitic remarks, and public flirtations with 
Holocaust denial themes, painting a picture of the 
Front National as a much maligned and misunderstood 
party. His position was more to deny that Le Pen was 
an anti-Semite than to justify anti-Semitism per se. 

Swerling's analysis is interesting to listen to, and does 
reflect a wider, growing acceptance of the Front 
National as, to a degree, it sheds its previous 
attachments to an extremist profile. His talk 
underscored the changing profile of the party as it has 
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become more successful — and so what was once easily 
dismissed as an extremist group has now found 
growing acceptance as part of the political mainstream 
in France, and in Europe more widely. This shift is 
concerning, and a lesson from across the channel 
worth reflecting on. It becomes more difficult to 
challenge extremist agendas when they develop a high 
level of electoral respectability. 

The presence of Bloom at an event also featuring 
Swerling is very interesting, and one does wonder 
about the extent to which Bloom fully understands 
the nature of some of the circles within which he now 
mixes. As he develops his own muddled synthesis 
between a form of libertarianism on the one hand, 
and ‘traditionalism’ on the other, perhaps Bloom will 
find an ongoing role with the Traditional Britain 
Group. He is a figure with a media presence, and so 
the microscopic Traditional Britain Group could see 
value in Bloom's involvement. What value Bloom 
might see in developing such a connection is less 
clear. Will Bloom develop links with the Traditional 
Britain Group, and other, more marginalised 
organisations, as he tries to develop his post-UKIP 
career? Will he challenge UKIP to develop a more 


radical agenda? Or will he sink from the public 
consciousness? Time will tell. 


IONA London Forum 
This issue aside, we can use Sam Swerling to explore 
the other linkages that Traditional Britain conferences 
have with a more extreme, very openly anti-Semitic 
culture. Swerling talked in his speech about being a 
proud member of Le Pen's Front National, and as 
noted he is a figure with connections to other groups 
too. He is, for example, a steering group member of 
the British Democratic Party, the micro BNP splinter 
headed up by veteran British activist and former BNP 
MEP Andrew Brons. Swerling has also spoken at the 
IONA London Forum, an environment broadly akin to 
Traditional Britain conferences, and where extremist 
ideologues network and talk over a range of themes, 
from politics to nationalist culture. Like at Traditional 
Britain events, London Forum audiences hear from 
international voices talking of ways to develop an 
extreme right agenda for the future. Swerling aside, 
there is a clear crossover between guests, as figures 
such as Tomislav Suni¢€ have also addressed both 
groups. 

As with conversations of this type found in the 
Traditional Britain Group, most of the talk at London 
Forum events is again ‘armchair general’ in tenor: 


Sam Swerling, former Conservative councillor and Monday Club activist, who became active in the BNP under the alias Peter Strudwick and more recently has supported the 
failed British Democratic Party 
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sweeping criticisms, in one way or another, of the 
liberal metropolitan elites, the mainstream media, and 
so forth, all of which are deemed responsible for 
destroying the authentic core of British identity and 
culture. The general theme is one of revelling in the 
sense that the world will continue to go to hell in a 
handcart unless they are put in charge. 

To focus on Swerling as an example of this type of 
discourse, in August 2013 he addressed the London 
Forum and gave a talk that criticised the ideals of 
human rights among other things. He also concluded 
that, in the name of the dead of the two world wars, 
Britain needed to ‘return’ to a position where 95-97 
per cent of the population were white, while many 
remaining non-white people should be given a lower 
class of citizenship. 

The London Forum meets far more regularly than 
Traditional Britain events, and has developed a role 
within the extreme fringe as a bi-monthly, and now 
monthly, space where figures such as Swerling can 
mingle with other activists, with attachments to various 
groups. Moreover, though developed with a certain 
degree of exclusivity, like Traditional Britain it cultivates 
a social media presence and puts on YouTube 
recordings of many of its speakers — including the talk 
by Swerling described above. At the time of writing, 
the latest batch was uploaded following the event on 
30 August 2014, and another event will have been 
held by the time this article is in print. 


A record audience turned out in Preston to honour the dead Nazi John Tyndall 
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As with so much of this culture at the moment, the 
August 2014 meeting of the London Forum had a 
transnational quality to it too, with speakers including 
the Maltese neo-fascist Norman Lowell and the 
American anti-Semitic conspiracy theorist Ken O'Keefe. 
Finally, the event featured the Polish activist Arek 
Rzepinski, active in the Polish Nationalist Movement, 
the NOP. He was praised as a figure currently engaged 
in radicalising Polish migrants living in the UK. 

Rzepinski concluded his talk by stressing to the 
audience of the London Forum that both Polish and 
British nationalists are fighting a common enemy: 
liberalism and international capitalism. He also went on 
to quote a survey of Polish attitudes, which suggested 
around half of Polish people believe that that Jews 
have too much influence in Poland, and that anti- 
Semitism is caused primarily by Israel — all themes that 
were warmly received by the audience. This does 
contrast with Traditional Britain events, which are not 
so overly anti-Semitic in this manner. 

Advertisements for the next London Forum, 
scheduled for 22 November 2014, feature some other 
curious figures, such as the conspiracy theorist Nicholas 
Kollerstrom, who is now promoting his new, highly 
revisionist history of the Second World War. Another 
scheduled speaker is a veteran of the British far right, 
Richard Edmonds talking on the theme of the Bad 
Nenndorf interrogation centre, which was run by a 
division of the British War Office from 1945 to 1947. 


As files released in the 2000s show, this was a site of 
genuine human rights abuses by the British against 
former Nazis. The interest in such an event is also 
revealing of the open identification with a pro-Nazi 
interpretation of history. 

So, though Edmonds certainly has a point to raise the 
inhumane, and on occasion murderous, conditions of 
Bad Nenndorf — human rights are after all universal - 
we can happily clarify for those unfamiliar with him 
that that he is also a veteran figure of the extreme 
right. Active in the National Front in the 1970s, and 
the British National Party under both John Tyndall and 
Nick Griffin, Edmonds’ most recent allegiance seems to 
be with the remnants of the National Front once again. 
He remains politically active, as in the May 2014 
elections he stood as an independent candidate for the 
London ward of Worcester Park, though gaining under 
200 votes. 

Inviting such an eclectic range of figures, at the heart 
of the London Forum we find the energetic Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner, also Known as Jez Turner. He too is a 
familiar face. Active in the National Front for a while in 
the early 1990s as a student, since leaving the military 
in the 2000s, Turner has had links with the neo-Nazi 
British People's Party, the National Front and the 
Friends of Oswald Mosley. He styles his gatherings as a 
place where nationalists linked to differing groups can 
share a common platform, and talk about the cause. 

Though only ever something of limited demand, it is 


Guests at the Tyndall event were treated to a variety of Nazi and race hate symbols and literature 


worth noting that relative newcomers to the extreme 
right scene in Britain - such as Alex Davies who is one 
of the founders of National Action —- see the London 
Forum as a vital way to hear international viewpoints 
from high quality speakers within the global nationalist 
movement. As he commented to a Voice of Albion 
podcast from July 2014, the London Forum plays a 
unique role in bringing together people of different 
parties for networking and the sharing of ideas. 


John Tyndall memorial meeting 
Other events also offer this ability to bring groups 
together to develop a sense of a common cause. 
Turner, Edmonds and even Davies, were all speakers at 
this year's John Tyndall memorial meeting held in 
Preston, Lancashire on 11 October. At least 10 groups 
were represented, and with 120 people present it was 
the largest such gathering. This event has also become 
part of the extreme right's national calendar. As with 
the other conferences discussed so far, Heritage and 
Destiny's website offered YouTube film of many of the 
speakers. Unlike the London Forum and the Traditional 
Britain events, this annual gathering is much more 
clearly in touch with the tradition of overt and covert 
neo-Nazism in Britain - a culture with its roots in the 
interwar activist Arnold Leese, and developed by 
lodestars of the movement such as Tyndall himself. 
Edmonds' talk to this gathering was reflective of the 
issues facing such extremists given the recent successes 
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of the populist UKIP agenda. He covered various wider 
themes, such as the declining sense of British identity 
as a consequence of multiculturalism. Moreover, he 
criticised the ‘phoney’ nationalism of UKIP, and clearly 
rejected the ideals of that party. He also distinguished 
between UKIP the party and its voters, and talked of 
them as protest voters, and people that various 
extreme nationalist parties could win over, which seems 
highly unlikely. 

He concluded with a few brief thoughts on a strategy 
for different groups, such as former BNP activists, to 
work together in a looser alliance ahead of the 2015 
general election, and then to more clearly come together 
into something united after 2015, and defeat UKIP. 
Edmonds also linked this ideal to the memory of Tyndall 
by claiming Tyndall was a ‘broad church’ nationalist and 
would have welcomed the coming together of a diverse 
range of groups to discuss the common cause. However, 
this was all very thin on detail, and revealed ultimately a 
lack of any clear strategy to develop a potent electoral 
force from this milieu. 

There was a variety of other groups and figures 
present. Simon Sheppard, one of the first two people to 
be convicted in Britain for inciting race hate on the 
internet, was among the speakers, talking on the theme 
of preserving the white race, and decrying the way the 
‘truth’ was being supressed by the state. A man 
introduced just as ‘Benny’ (in fact Benny Bullman), from 
Blood & Honour, gave a short talk summarising the aims 
of his movement, highlighting its role through the years 
as one of bringing together various extreme nationalist 
groups. He suggested Blood & Honour was facing hard 
times and currently has limited resources. Nevertheless, 
it would always stand side by side with all others who 
stood up for National Socialism, and he praised Tyndall 
for having done so while he was alive too. 

Another contributor was Steve Frost of the openly 
Nazi British Movement, who evoked the memory of 
Colin Jordan, and developed some discussion on 
Jordan's complex relationship with Tyndall. In essence, 
he concluded that the two had their differences, yet 
overall remained friends. This again was very much 
about connecting the present with the memory of the 
past, identifying with previous generations within the 
movement, and evoking a unity over fragmentation 
theme. Frost promised he would publish a new 
biography of Jordan in the coming months, again 
highlighting how for figures within this extreme end of 
the spectrum the legacy of neo-Nazi activists of 
yesteryear is particularly inspirational. 

Frost's talk was uploaded to YouTube, but without 
the video. The talk from the representative of National 
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Action, Alex Davies, was not uploaded at all, so it is 
not clear what he had to say. Nevertheless it is certainly 
interesting to see National Action develop a presence 
at such a gathering, and identify with other openly 
National Socialist groups such as Blood & Honour. 
National Action has been likened by some in the 
movement as akin to Tyndall's 1960s group Spearhead, 
and whether or not this is true, such identification with 
neo-Nazi cultures of the past is again a striking feature 
of National Action. Moreover, in his Voice of Albion 
podcast from earlier this year, Davies talked positively 
of working alongside other groups such as the National 
Front, British Movement and even elements within the 
BNP who rejected the makeover inflicted upon it by 
Griffin, yet remained loyal to the party. 

Finally, it is worth mentioning Jez Turner's talk about 
the recent nationalist conference in Hungary that was 
shut down by the Hungarian police. He likened the 
activities of the conference's various delegates to the 
Hungarian Uprising of 1956. In the past as now, he 
opined, capitalism and communism were essentially the 
same; they both try to eliminate difference though 
mass immigration, and used fear to destroy the white 
race. Countering these ideals, Turner stressed the vision 
of extreme nationalists like himself was akin to the 
rebels who fought against the communist regime in 
Hungary and rejected tyranny. Moreover, the historical 
lesson from 1956 was that when people rose up 
against the communist regime and asked the capitalist 
world to help, the response did not come. 

For Turner, this was not explained through the deep 
unwillingness of America and her allies to get involved 
in another bloody war in Europe so soon after the 
Second World War, no matter what opinions they had 
towards the Soviet Union. Rather, this episode was a 
telling example of how capitalists and communists 
were, behind the scenes, actually the same. His 
discussion was clear in its identification of Jewish forces 
manipulating both sides of Cold War politics too. 
Deluded history, combined with anti-Semitism and 
Nazi-style conspiracism, were clear features of his 
pseudo-intellectualised defence of the attempt by the 
US white nationalist Richard Spencer to make links with 
extreme nationalists in Hungary. 

Turner's discussion on Hungary's history, and likening 
it to the country's response to Spencer's aborted 
conference, underscores the point that British extreme 
right ideologies are travelling abroad too. These 
networks are not merely developing in Britain, but two- 
way interchange is developing and feeding into a 
global web of activists, such as those linked to 
transnational movements such as Generation Identity. 


Warwick University student Alex Davies, leader of the Nazi National Action group, which 
tries to spread its message of white power and antisemitism on university campuses 


Simon Sheppard: imprisoned for inciting race hate on the internet after being Why was Benny Bullman, representing Blood and Honour at the JT memorial event, 
deported from the USA, where he had fled after his conviction in 2008. A misogynist shy to reveal his surname? Is there a warrant out for him somewhere? 
with an interest in cannibalism, he still runs his Heretical Press website 
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OLICY INSTITUTE 


Richard Spencer of the US white nationalist think-tank the National Policy Institute 


Underscoring the crossover, Markus Willinger, one of 
the key ideologues for Generation Identity, has 
addressed both the London Forum and the Traditional 
Britain Group in recent times. 


Talking Together, Breaking Apart 

In sum, one detects among various voices within the 
small, extreme milieu to the right of UKIP the theme of 
wanting to find ways to work together, despite their 
many and varied differences. However, despite much 
talk of coming together, there are limits to these 
aspirations. The theme of harmony is always easier to 
say than to follow through. 

Moreover, as we move through these various 
conferences and events, we can draw some clear lines 
of division too. | have tried to draw out these strong 
contrasts in this discussion: the essay began with 
Godfrey Bloom and ended up talking about National 
Action. Now, this is a very broad spectrum in all sorts 
of ways, and the two are far more dissimilar than alike. 
Yet as we can see they are also mixing in some 
common circles. 

There are some general tropes that do span the 
concerns found across the board, from figures 
addressing the Traditional Britain Group to those neo- 
Nazis gathered at the John Tyndall memorial event: the 
rejection of the political mainstream; the opposition to 
immigration; implicit or explicit desire for the 
demographic profile of the country to become largely 
or entirely white, etc. Very broadly, these are all 
common ideals found in the various figures examined 
here, from Traditional Britain to Blood & Honour. 

However, such groups are very different too. The 
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Markus Willinger addressing an lona London Forum meeting in August 2013 


ideals of a figure like Bloom are rooted in libertarianism 
and woolly patriotism. He fits in at an ultra-Tory 
Traditional Britain event, but would be far more clearly 
out of place at an IONA London Forum event, let 
alone a more blatantly neo-Nazi event such as the John 
Tyndall memorial meeting. At the other end of the 
spectrum, Davies would reject out of hand Traditional 
Britain as lacking any real radicalism. Yet he does 
identify with the London Forum, as a place for sharing 
ideas that we could clearly call neo-fascist. He is happy 
to appear at the John Tyndall memorial event too. 
Mercurial figures, such as Swerling, would probably 
happily fit in at all three gatherings. 

Finally, we should avoid overstating their impact. The 
existence of the marginalised extremists talking to each 
other in and of itself is not too disconcerting. Indeed, 
what listening to people such as Edmonds on electoral 
politics suggests is the profound absence of a strategy 
for dealing with the levels of marginalisation found 
among such figures. Nevertheless, there are issues here 
too. We can also see how these events can help 
develop a new generation of activists. In particular, 
these conferences have helped to draw out the 
radicalism being developed by National Action, which 
does show they do play a wider role. They also allow 
figures from abroad to impact on UK activists, and 
facilitate networking between various figures. 

The reported training camp for nationalists run by 
Sigurd Legion in the Brecon Beacons in part was 
animated by ideas also being shared at conferences 
discussed in this article. In the extreme right, ideas and 
talking shops do blend into street activism and an 
increased potential for political violence. 
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State of the far 


By Invictus 


AS WE ENTER A GENERAL ELECTION YEAR, the British far 
right is facing disaster at the ballot box. The coming 
election will be the worst for British fascists since 1987: 
neither of the two best known far-right parties — the British 
National Party and the National Front — will run serious 
campaigns. Both the BNP and the NF are sinking under an 
accumulated dead weight of legal disputes and internal 
schism. 

Two of the newer parties — Britain First and the British 
Democratic Party — will have perhaps a dozen general 
election candidates between them. Neither has yet 
established itself as a serious successor to the collapsing 
BNP. 

Meanwhile the English Democrats, who were once seen 
by some BNP dissidents as an ideal political lifeboat, 
struggle to make any impact or even to differentiate 
themselves in voters’ minds from the UK Independence 
Party. The rise of Nigel Farage'’s party is in some ways as big 
a problem for the leaders of Britain's fractious far right as it 
is for the political establishment. Yet some of the more 
thoughtful British fascists see UKIP success as good news — 


Former MEP and BNP leader Nick Griffin: he and his few remaining supporters have turned away from electoral politics 


they believe it is proof that a political market for racism still 
exists in this country, even though for the moment it is 
cornered by cautious and “respectable” purveyors of US- 
style dog-whistle politics, rather than the only semi- 
disguised national socialists who dominated the UK racist 
scene from the 1970s to the 2000s. 

2014 saw the latest dip in the rollercoaster of former BNP 
leader Nick Griffin's career. Having started the year as a 
Member of the European Parliament, still able to command 
media attention for increasingly feeble publicity stunts, he 
ended it without a job and without a party, confined like 
most of his nazi rivals to internet forums and scruffy pubs. 

The main problem is that Griffin had become obsessed by 
money but incapable of managing it. Despite his status as a 
Cambridge graduate, Griffin never presented a consistent 
and coherent ideology, nor (perhaps partly for that reason) 
did he ever build a substantial faction of allies. So although 
he became by far the most electorally successful leader in 
British far right history, his power and influence have 
melted away in less than 12 months. 

Though it would usually be premature to write a man's 
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political obituary at 55, we can already see that Griffin will 
leave no long-term political legacy, unlike the far less 
electorally successful but more influential figures of Oswald 
Mosley, Arnold Leese, A K Chesterton, Colin Jordan and 
John Tyndall. 

It had long been predicted that Griffin would run into 
trouble once he lost his European seat, and that defeat had 
long been seen as inevitable even by the most loyal party 
insiders. The first flush of optimism — when Griffin and his 
brief ally Andrew Brons were first elected in 2009 — barely 
survived the party's first chaotic press conference. By 2010 
yet another (and this time very serious) BNP split was under 
way, led by the party's former election strategist Eddy 
Butler and backed by several party heavyweights such as 
Leeds councillor Chris Beverley and Barnsley organiser lan 
Sutton. 

That faction ended up in the political cul-de-sac of the 
English Democrats, which rather undermines Butler's much- 
vaunted “guru” status. But the BNP's death by a thousand 
splits continued. It had begun soon after Griffin took over 
the party when within a year he managed to fall out with 
most of his initial campaign team, including his deputy 
chairman and his treasurer. This was just the first of a series 
of bitter feuds, many with former allies including the Griffin 
faction's American fundraiser Mark Cotterill, whose 
magazine Heritage and Destiny became a regular outlet for 
anti-Griffin diatribes. 

Significant BNP rebels included the eccentric artist and 
orator Jonathan Bowden, the once influential North West 
organiser Chris Jackson, and Midlands councillor Sadie 
Graham, who passed with bewildering speed from rising 
Griffinite star to rebel, and then to oblivion. 

And of course waiting in the wings were the nazi 
dinosaurs whose hero John Tyndall had been ousted by 
Griffin in 1999. Despite Tyndall's death in 2005 his 
remaining acolytes had never quite given up hope of 
reclaiming the party. When he could spare the time from 
Holocaust denial conferences with continental nazis, 
Tyndall's former right-hand man Richard Edmonds 
remained inside the BNP. Griffin never quite dared get rid of 
him, fearing his popularity with London activists in 
particular, especially after the Welshpool ftihrer fell out with 
his only reliable London fixer, the former bomber Tony 
Lecomber. 

But it wasn't Edmonds, nor any of the young pretenders 
such as Graham, nor the embittered propagandists and 
ideologues such as Cotterill and his ally Peter Rushton, who 
finally succeeded in sticking the knife between Griffin's 
shoulder blades. The blow came from within Griffin's own 
circle of money-obsessed crooks, and it was masterminded 
by the peculiar and sinister figure of Patrick Harrington. 

By the start of his second decade in control of the BNP, 
Griffin had jettisoned most of the old guard but a handful 
of bad pennies had turned up again, their political noses 
catching the foul odour of potential election success 
blowing in the media wind of Islamophobia and 
immigration hysteria. Former NF chairman Andrew Brons, 
whose service in the racist cause dated back to his teenage 
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Former MEP Andrew Brons: reluctant president of the hopeless British Democratic 
Party 


years in Colin Jordan's National Socialist Movement in the 
1960s, was about to retire from his post as a college 
lecturer in Harrogate. Though he had been an enemy 
during the factional splits of the 1980s, Griffin could see 
that he added weight to the BNP ticket: more importantly, 
his age combined with his recent arrival in the party 
probably ruled him out as a rival leader, unlike the other 
potential Yorkshire BNP candidate for Europe, Chris 
Beverley. So Brons was duly recruited, and was elected an 
MEP alongside Griffin in 2009. 

Steve Brady had been an ally of Brons during the 1980s, 
and though his own political trajectory had been even less 
respectable — encompassing liaison with terrorist groups in 
Ulster and Italy — and he even had a criminal record as a 
result of a brief collaboration with London gangsters, Brady 
was again seen as a useful asset and not a potential 
leadership rival, as he had for years held down a well-paid 
job (very unusually for a British nazi) with Mercedes Benz. 
Brady was brought on board as a strategic adviser, and 
made occasional pseudonymous appearances at branch 
meetings and at cross-party events such as Troy 
Southgate’s New Right forum, though he kept well out of 
sight so as not to offend his employers. 

Harrington was the third in this unlikely triumvirate of 
returning luminaries. He had started out as an associate 


of NF leader Martin Webster, then was briefly allied to 
Griffin — on the opposing side to Brons and Brady — during 
the 1980s and acquired an especially ugly reputation for 
dirty tricks against his comrades. Harrington had even 
visited Libya alongside Griffin to solicit funds from the 
murderous Libyan dictator Colonel Gaddafi, but soon 
afterwards (partly in a row over money) they had ended 
up on opposite sides in yet another split. Harrington's 
faction operated under various names including Third Way 
and the National Liberal Party, but never achieved 
anything. 

Shortly before his 2009 European victory, Griffin re- 
established relations with Harrington. As with Brady and 
Brons, he probably imagined that there was no potential 
threat, as Harrington lacked any base in the party, but he 
was younger, needed money and had developed skills in 
internal machine politics. It was Harrington who was to 
prove Griffin's nemesis in 2014. 

Having seen off Ulster Scots fundraiser Jim Dowson, 
Harrington built an alliance with Clive Jefferson, a petty 
criminal who had been promoted by Griffin to run the 
BNP's national headquarters in Cumbria. Too late, Griffin 
saw the danger and tried to clip Jefferson's wings in a 
proposed “rationalisation” of BNP offices. Some cutbacks 


were inevitable after years of declining membership and the 
election defeats of 2014 cutting off the party's European 
subsidy, but Harrington proposed an audacious alternative. 

Why not carry out the most effective cut of all by culling 
the Griffin family? (The leader's daughter and son-in-law, 
Jenny and Angus Matthys, had long been part of the family 
business.) 

The coup when it came was swift and brutal: Griffin 
resigned rather than face inevitable defeat at a meeting of 
the party's high command, and saw former loyalists such as 
Steve Squire adroitly switch sides to back the new regime 
installed by Harrington, with former schoolteacher Adam 
Walker as the new leader. Since Walker has a criminal 
conviction for threatening children with a knife and has 
been banned from his former profession, there seems little 
chance of the BNP adopting a respectable guise. 

In fact it is far from certain whether the BNP will be in 
any shape to fight the 2015 general election. Griffin himself 
is (yet again) moving away from electoral politics and is 
promoting the same notions of “counter-power initiatives" 
and sub-Gramscian cultural struggle he peddled in the 
1980s. One big differences is that he does aim to create a 
registered political party with the Electoral Commission - 
just one that for the time being does not fight elections. 
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The new BDP leader Kevan Stafford achieved 9.4% in a local council by-election in October 2013, probably one of the BDP's better results 
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Cynics might point out that this also allows him to raise 
money without spending it. 

For the time being Griffin's main allies are Manchester 
University student Jack Renshaw, pub landlords Alwyn 
Deacon and Derek Adams, and internet conspiracy theorist 
Lynne Mozar. 

Speaking of the Electoral Commission, the NF ended 
2014 in such a feeble state that they were not registered at 
all and had no legal existence as a political party. Until 
deregistration the registered party leader had been lan 
Edward, a former BNP activist from Hillingdon, west 
London, who leads one of two factions claiming the NF 
name. The rival factions even had separate marches on 
Remembrance Day this year and laid separate wreaths at 
the Cenotaph, adding a touch of farce to the traditional 
fascist insult to Britain's war dead. 

Meanwhile the registered party treasurer was Nick Walsh, 
who belongs to the rival faction mainly based in the North 
of England, but also including London BNP veterans 
Edmonds and Tess Culnane. This created an impasse that 
could only be resolved through deregistration or a 
complicated legal action. In the New Year each faction will 
try to convince the Electoral Commission that they should 
be awarded the dubious benefit of the National Front name 
in a registered party. Waiting in the wings is the notorious 
drunkard turned internet wizard Eddy Morrison, who 
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One of the two tiny NF Remembrance Sunday parades in 2014 attracted the support of Greek fascists. Photo: Nick Ullmann 
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doubtless could dream up a name for a new party if 
required, as he has done on a dozen previous occasions. 

With the BNP and NF in decline, the hopes of some 
British fascists were once focused on the new British 
Democratic Party, which was launched with what passes in 
such circles as a fanfare of promising publicity and 
nationwide meetings. Rather reluctantly Brons — who never 
believed the time was ripe for such a venture — was 
persuaded to be BDP president. The party’s founder Adrian 
Davies was similarly reluctant to take the driving seat, 
unwilling to spare the time from his lucrative practice at the 
London bar. Equally shy of putting in a shift, though not 
shy of airing his opinions at interminable Skype-based 
meetings of the BDP leadership, was another fascist toff 
Andrew Moffatt, who when not hanging around with 
Britain's chief Holocaust denier David Irving is apparently 
“something in the City”. 

So the executive reins of the BDP were held at first in the 
North East, by the region's former BNP organiser Kevin 
Scott (another of the rare graduates in Britain's far right) 
and former NF organiser Ken Booth (a long-term 
unemployed father of umpteen children by different 
mothers). By summer 2014 complaints were piling up 
about the failure of the Scott-Booth regime even to answer 
enquiries. At the end of November they were ousted, and 
the new power axis in the BDP is in Leicestershire, where 


the party will at least be able to field a handful of credible 
election candidates in 2015. 

The new BDP leader is Kevan Stafford, but though 
probably more competent (he could hardly be less so) he 
will face the same fundamental problem that the old 
leadership failed to confront: how can the BDP establish a 
presence in the political marketplace that is sufficiently 
different from UKIP, yet not so blatantly racist and/or neo- 
nazi that it is instantly dismissed as marginal? 

This Scylla and Charybdis of the British far right has 
tempted other parties towards either the rocks or the 
whirlpool. The English Democrats, who once won the 
Doncaster mayoral election and tempted a number of 
leading BNP dissidents, are close to extinction and only 
kept alive by the largesse of their chairman, Essex solicitor 
Robin Tilbrook. Several leading EDs have already followed 
the logic of their convictions and joined UKIP. If the party 
folds in 2015 we can expect others to return to their fascist 
roots and join the BDP. 

Britain First on the other hand, while shunning nazi 
ideology, has tried to turn EDL-style street activity into a 
political party. Its blatant incitements to violence and 
attempts to confront Muslims by barging into mosques 
have not met (for some mysterious reason) with the 
expected enforcement of the law, but neither have they 
achieved any electoral impact, other than the humiliation of 
Britain First's deputy leader at the Rochester & Strood by- 
election in November. 

Britain First leader Paul Golding has been abandoned by 
his former Svengali, ex-BNP fundraiser Jim Dowson, and 


Britain First leader Paul Golding: his tiny party's blatant Islamophobia has attracted 
more media attention than it deserves. Photo: Daphne Liddle 


left to sink or swim. The waves will surely close over 
Golding and Britain First in 2015, unless someone with 
deep pockets and a hidden agenda decides to keep a bunch 
of provocateurs alive and kicking. 

Perhaps the only British fascist organisation to enter 2015 
in anything like rude health is the British Movement. 
Openly national socialist, the BM has never had any 
illusions about electoral success and sees itself as the keeper 
of the ideological flame handed down from Arnold Leese to 
Colin Jordan. One area that will need to be monitored 
during the next few years is the potential for the old (and 
often violent) nazis of the BM to interact with newer 
younger groups that have a potentially terroristic agenda. 


Nothing less than ideological purity will do for this British Movement activist saluting the summer solstice at the group's “Northern Region Sunwheel Festival" in 2013 
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By Sonia Gable 


AS THE BRITISH National Party limps into 2015 under its 
non-entity of a leader, Adam Walker, haemorrhaging 
activists, the only thing that keeps it afloat is the dead 
members who left the party money in their wills. 

Clive Jefferson, the BNP treasurer, has managed to 
convince a handful of elderly members to “Fight on after 
you've gone”, and enough of them have died that legacies 
formed 46% of the party's income in 2013 and 40% in 
2012. In the first nine months of 2014 the party declared 
£155,414 in bequests, and there are reportedly two more 
estates of dead members on the way, so this is likely to 
remain a significant source of funds. 

Living members give far less despite the barrage of emails 
peppered with “donate now!" buttons. The BNP's current 
“cause” in need of financial support is the party's fake 
reverend, Robert West, who is supposedly being persecuted for 
his Christian values — somewhat unlikely seeing as the 59-year- 
old bigot’s values are not any that most Christians would share. 

West claims to have been ordained as an elder in the 
Apostolic Church, a Pentecostal denomination, but that 
church has dissociated itself from him. He now describes 
himself as an independent minister sanctioned by the 
“Christian Council of Britain", a body he himself founded 
and of which he appears to be the only member. 

The Right Reverend Dr John Saxbee, Bishop of Lincoln, 
has said: “The only church, as | understand it, which 
acknowledges him as a member is a church that he himself 


Mn%, BRITISH 
= NATIONAL 


Fake Reverend Robert West in un-Christian surroundings 
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has founded and the only organisation which seems to 
endorse his views is an organisation which is a front 
organisation for the BNP. So | think we need to be very clear 
that Mr West, if he wants to promote his policies as being 
consistent with the Christian faith, is going to have to 
radically change his policies." 

West, when not holding religious services at BNP events, 
such as at the party's annual conference in Blackpool at the 
end of November, works as a supply teacher in 
Peterborough, or rather he did until recently. It seems that a 
school objected to the racist views he was spouting in an A 
level history lesson and booted him out. The school also 
complained to the agency, since when he has not been 
offered any more work — a merciful deliverance for the 
young people of Peterborough. 

In fact the BNP loves having its members victimised: a 
prospect that comes second only to them dying. In 
November Jefferson sent out a begging email stating not 
only that he had been “racially and religiously discriminated 
against” but that Cumbria Police had refused to investigate 
the alleged incident because he, the “victim”, was “a male, 
white and a Christian". He would therefore have to fight the 
case himself, which, guess what, would cost money. 

Soliciting bequests and donations is the national party's 
main activity, but it also produces a few leaflets to sell to 
those few party branches and groups that are still active to 
hand out on the streets. The latest advances the slogan: 
“BNP is the Labour Party your granddad voted for". 

The leaflet is an attack on the Labour Party for failing “the 
British working people”. Quite why anyone, having read it, 
would then support a fascist party that purports to be the 
real Labour Party is unclear. 

The confused attempt to put forward a pro-worker 
message may have been influenced by Patrick Harrington, 
general secretary of Solidarity, the trade union formed by the 
BNP and members of Harrington's think-tank, “Third Way". 

Harrington is employed by the BNP but maintains he is 
not a member. A longstanding political colleague of Nick 
Griffin, the BNP’s former leader, when push came to shove 
he sided with Adam Walker, the new BNP leader, and 
Jefferson, and helped oust Griffin last July (see pages 23- 
27). His motive may have been partly financial: the BNP was 
more likely to remain in a position to pay his salary if it 
ditched its bankrupt leader and his family, a number of 
whom were on the party payroll. But Harrington probably 


also has an as yet unrevealed political agenda of his own. 

Not everyone is keen on the new BNP leadership, 
however. A recent departure is Pete Molloy, who ran the 
BNP veterans’ group, an important element in the party that 
likes to present itself as patriotic and supported by ex- 
servicemen. According to Griffin and his supporters, who 
have set up a blog to reveal “the truth about the criminals 
running the BNP”, Jefferson spread “poison” about Molloy 
being disloyal, forcing him to resign, so that he could get his 
hands on the “well over £3,000” in the veterans’ group 
bank account. (Ironically, after years of Griffin's enemies 
writing his name as “Grif£in", the “BNP Truth” blog has 
taken to writing the BNP treasurer's name as “Jef£f£erson”.) 

Another man gone is Kevin Layzell, who ran the Young BNP 
despite being only a “probationary member" of the party. In a 
letter terminating Layzell's membership, Steve Squire, the 
BNP's London organiser, told the Harry Potter lookalike (see 
page 7) that he was “not right for the BNP” and, more 
strangely, “the BNP is not right for you”. It seems he too was 
less than enamoured with the new party leadership. He joins a 
long list of short-lived past BNP youth organisers. 

The BNP has suffered splits and discord pretty much since 
it was formed. That is the inevitable fate of a fascist party 
with no prospect of political power. Politically motivated by 
hate, fascists find it difficult to work together, because they 
do not value other people, their fellow members included. 
Fascists imagine themselves as persecuted victims of a 
conspiracy, one man or woman against the world. For such 
people, subordinating their personal interests and desires for 
the common good of their party is alien. 

For such people building a new party is near impossible 
and all the far-right splinters from the BNP that have started 
up over the past few years have failed. Griffin is well aware 
of this, and knows how long it took the BNP to get to the 
position of having two MEPs elected. Since his expulsion 
from the BNP at the beginning of October, his supporters 
have been organising under the name “British Voice” with 


BNP leader Adam Walker (left) follows his party's éminence grise Patrick Harrington 


the intention of forming a new party that will contest 
elections. But there was confusion all round when British 
Voice held its launch meeting in St Helens on 30 November 
and the star of the show did not appear. Instead Griffin was 
paying yet another visit to Syria to attend a conference on 
terrorism and religious extremism organised by the Syrian 
Justice Ministry. 

Although Griffin still believes that an electioneering 
political party remains essential “at the right time”, he has 
concluded that the present need is for “a central nationalist 
ideological hub and online resource centre, together with a 
powerful Social Media operation to give us the platform 
from which to spread our ideas and activities into the 
public's consciousness”. 

Griffin believes that “the growth of Ukip [which he intends 
to vote for in the general election] and the counter-jihad 
street movement has created a vast reservoir of awakened 
Patriots. Our job is to turn them into Nationalists ... 

“Operational nationalist unity will be the key to future 
success, and after speaking with many different people in 
various organisations over the last months, | see that for me 
- the highest profile and most successful leader in British 
nationalist history [modest he isn't] - to call for ‘Unity’ while 
setting up yet another party ... would be contradictory and 
counter-productive," wrote Griffin in an official statement 
just before the launch of British Voice. This operation will 
work under the banner “British Unity”. 

Griffin's trip to Syria is the third time he has been a guest 
of the Assad regime. On the first two visits, both in 2013, 
he went as an MEP on a “peace mission". According to the 
Syrian government, political and social figures from more 
than 80 countries had been invited to the conference, 
though it is not known how many came. Griffin was 
reportedly the only Briton to attend. He claimed on Twitter 
to have done “nearly a dozen interviews" in one day during 
the conference and participated in an hour-long discussion 
on Syrian television”. 

The cost of Griffin's trip may have been met by the Syrian 
government, but he now has no visible means of support 
and one has to wonder who is keeping him going financially. 
One political friend Griffin has never fallen out with is 
Roberto Fiore, the wealthy Italian fascist leader convicted for 
his part in organising the terrorist group, the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei. 

Griffin worked closely with Fiore when he was one of the 
leaders of the National Front Political Soldiers in the 1980s. 
And Griffin's British Unity venture, to which he is trying to 
attract young, well educated, politically dedicated people 
with good IT skills, a “fertile imagination" and a willingness 
to “try new tactics", rather than the thuggish Nazi types 
common around the fascist parties, certainly evokes the 
political soldiers. 

lf Griffin manages to get British Unity off the ground, he 
will be treading on similar ground to Generation Identity, 
which seeks to appeal to younger and more sophisticated 
far-right activists and has carried out a few imaginative 
publicity stunts on the European mainland. How the two 
groups might interact will be interesting. 
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The new and the old 
American Whiteness Decentral 


By Leonard Zeskind 


ON 4 NOVEMBER, Michael Peroutka, 
a 62-year old attorney affiliated with 
the League of the South, won election 
in Maryland to the Anne Arundel 
County Council. He ran as a 
Republican and campaigned against 
the county's stormwater fees, called a 
“rain tax" by Peroutka and other 
opponents. His District 5, a 
traditionally conservative part of 
Maryland, gave him almost 2,000 
votes more than his Democratic 
opponent. 

The League “asserts that Southern 
society is radically different from the 
society impressed upon it by an alien 
occupier”. And it advocates the 
secession and subsequent 
independence of the Southern States 
from this forced union and the 
formation of a Southern republic. 

His election is a direct victory for the 
League of the South, which has 
offices and activities in 13 others 
states, including California. But it is 
not necessarily a triumph for its neo- 
Confederate secessionist policies. 

In 2004, Peroutka was the 
presidential candidate of the 
Constitution Party, an assemblage 
that includes John Birch Society 
members, Christian Reconstructionists 
and others on the far right. He left 
after a dispute about abortion rights 
(both sides were wrong). The 
Constitution Party remains strong, 
however, and fielded about 150 
candidates in 2014 in 19 states. 
About ten party members hold 
elected office, all of them low visibility 
like A J Burton who is on the city 
council of Medical Lake, in eastern 
Washington State. The electoral 
prospects of the Constitution Party 
are likely to remain poor in the 
immediate future, but they will likely 
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months, sections of the white 
nationalist movement have begun to 
turn from a period of lost initiative 
towards a new generation and an era 
of strategic clarity. An axis has grown 
between Jared Taylor, chief of 


continue to attract candidates 
for office. 

In West Virginia, Harry Bertram, 
running as an American Freedom 
Party member, lost badly, receiving 
about 445 votes in a race for a State 
Senate seat. Bertram has 
been running and losing 
elections ever since he 
signed up with the 
Populist Party in the 
1980s. The American 
Freedom Party, once 
known as a Third Position 
grouping, puts little effort 
into electioneering. 

By contrast, the Tea 
Party movement, which 
expresses a form of white 
racial dispossession 
without the coherence of 
a defined white nationalist 
ideology, did well in the 
November congressional 
elections backing 
Republicans. According to 
Devin Burghart of the 
Institute for Research & 
Education on Human 
Rights, Tea Party 
organisations endorsed 59 
candidates for seats in the 
House of Representatives 
and 48 of them won 
election. For the Senate, 
Tea Partiers endorsed 21 
and 17 of them won 
election. With Republican 
Congressman Mo Brooks 
of Alabama declaring that 
the Democratic Party is 
declaring a “war on 
whites", few need white 
nationalists to spring to 
whites’ “defence”. 

During the past 12 


Michael Peroutka, who believes the Southern States should secede 
from the USA 


White supremacist Jared Taylor, yet another racist to appear on 
Russia Today 


Going nowhere: the National Socialist Movement 


American Renaissance, and Richard 
Spencer, of the National Policy 
Institute. It has adopted and adapted 
ideas from the European Generation 
Identity movement. It has undertaken 
a war of ideas, seeking to break 
among white people the prevailing 
establishment notions of national and 
group identity. And it has started to 
prosper, while most other sections of 
the white nationalist movement 
remain mired in the muck of their 
own fantasies and faction-fighting. 

Taylor, now in his early sixties, 
should be known to most readers of 
this article. He started publishing the 
American Renaissance newsletter in 
1990, and began holding conferences 
in 1994. The conferences became set- 
piece productions with so-called 
scientific evidence that people of 
colour were intellectually and 
otherwise inferior to white people, 
along with calls for white people to 
be, well, ... white. Brits came from 
overseas to add a discussion of 
strategy. And during the most recent 
half-dozen years, speakers from other 
European countries have been added 
to the mix. Taylor had the perspective 
of a white American, looking for 
strategies and solutions to maintain 
that whiteness. 

Now, Taylor has professed the 
outlook of a European living on North 
American soil, seeking to preserve and 
maintain what he regards as European 
genes, culture, and peoplehood. He is 


opposed to immigration primarily 
because of its effect on the so-called 
European gene pool. Taylor counts 
the United States of America as a 
European nation, despite the fact that 
much of his country's founding 
wealth was created by the hands of 
Americans of African descent, and 
that more than 20% of the founding 
population was of African descent. 

While Taylor remains in many ways 
an old-fashioned white supremacist, 
his ideas and activities have 
increasingly fallen within the broad 
scope of Generation Identity. Further, 
in 2012, Taylor attended and spoke 
at a conference in France called by a 
group known as “Nationality- 
Citizenship-Identity”. In 2014, when 
he spoke at a conference in Hungary 
called to expound new ideas, he 
chose to argue for a “world 
brotherhood of Europeans”. By 
declaring that “Europe is my ancestral 
home, my spiritual and cultural 
home" Taylor put himself closer to 
newer, younger ideas coming out of 
Europe, and further away from the 
reheated neo-Confederate 
nationalism that has surrounded him 
on occasion. 

Taylor, however, is not Richard 
Spencer. In his mid-thirties, Spencer is 
part of the new younger generation. 
His “Radix Journal” website promotes 
ideas of culture and national racial 
identity similar to those found in 
Generation Identity. And when he and 


the National Policy Institute began 
organising for their recent gathering 
in Hungary, they chose as a partner 
Arktos, which is publishing English- 
language versions of Generation 
Identity literature: books such as 
Markus Willinger's book Generation 
Identitet. 

Along the line connecting Jared 
Taylor to Richard Spencer lie other 
organisations such as the American 
Freedom Party and websites such as 
Occidental Observer. But these new 
formations have not fully flowered as 
of yet. Many American white 
nationalists remain mired in the 
symbols, styles and ideas of the 
fascist and neo-Nazi past. 

The Ku Klux Klan, for example, 
remains the oldest and most highly 
identifiable form of organised white 
supremacy. There are now more than 
a dozen Klan sects spread across the 
South and Mid-South states. In a few 
instances these Klan groups have 
worked together in a united fashion, 
including some private cross burning 
rituals and an April 2013 rally in 
Memphis, Tennessee. But there has 
also been plenty of silly infighting and 
name-calling among faction leaders. 
Further, this 21st century Klan lacks a 
national spokesman, like David Duke 
was in the 1970s. They have failed to 
establish any base areas where they 
rally on a regular basis, or hold 
Saturday-afternoon bucket collections 
in a sympathetic downtown. These 
strategy-less Klan groups remain a 
sewer where violence breeds, but 
with little real prospects for the 
future. 

In a similar fashion, the swastika- 
armbanded and uniformed National 
Socialist Movement (NSM) will go no 
further than it already has. It will 
continue to stage rallies, and the NSM 
has relaunched its own version of the 
World Union of National Socialists. A 
steady drain of members out of the 
NSM and into competitive groups 
such as the Aryan Nations, however, 
continues. 

The new younger generations of 
white nationalists have begun to 
escape the ruins of their past, but the 
movement as a whole has not yet 
made the full turn forward. 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


A closer alliance between the anti- 
immigrant Northern League party (NL) 
and the “third millennium fascists” of 
CasaPound, flanked by Roberto Fiore's 
Forza Nuova (FN) and a new 
movement called Sentinelle in piedi 
(Standing sentries) will be among the 
likely developments in the Italian far 
right landscape for 2015. 

The steady advance of historical 
revisionism aimed at promoting fascism 
as a relatively benign ideology will 
probably proceed unimpeded partly due 
to the lack of commitment by the Partito 
Democratico that leads the coalition 
government to contrast its progress. 

There will be more streets and 
piazzas named after Nazi fascists while 
the likes of Hitler, Mussolini and SS 
Erich Priebke will be commemorated 
with the usual display of flags, uniforms 
and salutes in public ceremonies in 
breach of existing laws. 

All this, of course, will make the 
efforts of antifascist and antiracist 


A “standing sentry” dressed as a Nazi reads from Mein 
Kampf at a demonstration with a Nazi slogan at his feet 
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resistance movements led by ANPI (the 
partigiani organisation) and the centri 
sociali (nuclei of mainly left-wing 
young activists) more difficult as they 
receive scant public support and very 
little or no political backing. 

Behind the NL-CasaPound alliance are 
tactical considerations for which the party 
now led by 41-year-old Matteo Salvini 
stands to benefit for several reasons. 

One is that with Milan-Venice as its 
epicentre the NL has an interest in 
gaining a foothold in Rome where 
CasaPound's headquarters enjoys a 
good communication network. Another 
is that the NL with its reputation for 
crassness and boorish imbecility badly 
needs a veneer of “culture” to improve 
its image. It can gain from being seen 
interacting with an organisation that 
purports to be interested in literature, art 
exhibitions, music and even 
philosophers (fascists of course). Thirdly, 
the NL can take advantage from the fact 
that CasaPound has a well-established 
students’ organisation (Movimento 
studentesco) with a presence in higher 
education institutes and universities. 

CasaPound on the other hand, 
having failed to make headway at 
election time, can use the NL asa 
backdoor to infiltrate representatives 
into local administrations. Indeed it can 
go even further and reach central 
government. The NL continues to be 
an ally of Silvio Berlusconi's Forza Italia 
(Fl), a partner in the current coalition. 
In spite of recent scandals the NL hopes 
to obtain up to 8-10% of the national 
vote in forthcoming elections and is at 
present more popular then Fl. At 
regional elections last month the NI 
received around 20% in the so-called 
“red region” of Emilia-Romagna. 

Spearheading the alliance between 
the NL and CasaPound is Mario 
Borghezio whose activities Searchlight 
has tracked for a number of years. He 


is the MEP who was investigated over a 
number of racist attacks on immigrants 
and received a prison sentence when 
found guilty of setting fire to 
immigrants’ beds in Turin. 

“I! go wherever they call me” he 
claimed last month as he landed in 
Rome. The call had come from 
CasaPound which had prepared a 
proper welcome to inaugurate the 
alliance. Borghezio was put in charge of 
an attack against a school attended by 
immigrants studying to obtain 
educational certificates to facilitate their 
applications to remain in the country. 

“Viva Ezra Pound!" cried Borghezio, 
“Rome needs to be liberated”. 

Teachers said they were terrified as 
the group smashed their way into two 
classrooms. “It was a scene reminiscent 
of the times when Jewish students 
were forbidden to attend classes”, said 
one of them. 

Borghezio was also prominent at 
another CasaPound demonstration at 
Ostia, in the vicinity of the capital, this 
time with the addition of a contingent of 
FN militants. On this occasion the 
alleged objective was to prevent the 
transfer of immigrants from one centre 
to another location. In a repeat of a 
previous racist demonstration the 
mannequin of a man tied to a noose was 
put on display as a kind of signature. 

FN's own efforts to expand its 
network of alliances appear to have 
brought it close to Sentinelle in piedi 
or standing sentries, a new outfit 
whose members have been seen in 
recent months in dozens of towns 
across Central and Northern Italy. Their 
demonstrations are choreographed. 
They simulate the roles of “knights” or 
guards charged to protect temples or 
shrines. Militants stand in significant 
open spaces precisely two metres apart 
holding a book, all turned in the same 
direction. They are not allowed to talk 


to each other or to anyone else. Silence 
is observed for exactly an hour when 
the signal is given to disband. 

Recent demonstrations have been 
held to protest at the proposed law to 
make homophobia illegal in Italy. The 
“sentries” fear this might lead to the 
recognition of same-sex partnerships, 
still anathema given the opposition 
from the Catholic Church. 

In Bergamo, Northern Italy, one of 
the “sentries” wore a Nazi uniform and 
read from Mein Kampf in full view of 
the public for the full hour. He had 
placed at his feet a slogan expressing 
solidarity with American Nazis. He was 
later questioned by police and released 
without charge. 


It does not take much to understand 
what lies behind the fascination among 
Italian fascists with “knights” and 
“sentries” and paramilitary displays in 
general. It is largely based on the 
notion of the soldier-protector of the 
race and spiritual supremacy in the vein 
of Julius Evola's aspirations as a Nazi 
propagandist. 

Fervour of this kind, encouraged by 
lack of prosecutions, as well as giving 
stimulus to group action can lead 
individuals to act overconfidently in all 
sorts of ways. In Milan a garbage 
collector employed by the municipality 
recently went from street to street on his 
daily round with two portraits of 
Mussolini displayed as his “saint 


Mario Boghezio leads an anti-immigrant demonstration in Rome with CasaPound and Forza Nuova 


protector” on the window of his vehicle. 

In Rome a priest held a mass on 
Sant'Angelo Bridge over the river Tiber to 
mark the anniversary of Erich Priebke's 
death in 2013. This was apparently the 
favourite passeggiata of the war criminal 
responsible for the massacre in Rome of 
335 antifascists in 1943. 

Priebke is buried in Albano, near the 
capital, where more ceremonies were 
held to pay him homage. Fiore himself 
turned up there marking the occasion 
with the opening of a local FN branch. 
Militia, another Nazi fascist outfit, 
honoured “our dear Captain Priebke", 
very much in the vein of soldiers 
venerating a saint: “We embrace you, 
we miss you!” 


viatdt | 


A mannequin hangs from an overpass at Ostia, near 
Rome, after an anti-immigrant demonstration 


Nazi festival attracts Mafia-linked gangster 


A WHITE SUPREMACIST festival in Milan attracted Nazi 
bands and right-wing extremists from across Europe. The 
event on Saturday 29 November - a repeat of the 
Hammerskins Nazi-rock gathering that saw hundreds of 


Mimmo Hammer, who has been linked to an investigation 
into the Calabrian 'Ndrangheta Mafia. 

Among the bands that were due to perform were Lunikoff 
(formerly Endlésung or Final Solution) from Germany, 


Nazis descend on Milan a year ago — went ahead despite 
protests by a number of antifascist organisations, including 
ANPI, the association of partisans who fought against Nazi 
fascists during the Second World War. 

The venue was the Skinhead House in Bollate, about 10km 
outside Milan. The gathering was be hosted by Lealta e 
Azione that purports to act as the Skinheads’ “cultural 
organisation” in Northern Italy. Its representatives attended 
a Golden Dawn gathering in Greece only a few days ago. 

One extremist who took part was Domenico Bosa, alias 


Vérszerzodé from Hungary whose repertoire includes a song 
containing the words “Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fuhrer" and 
Gesta Bellica from Italy, well-known in Nazi circles for songs 
dedicated to the SS war criminal Erich Priebke who had 335 
antifascists killed in Rome in 1943. 

Antifascists had appealed to the local Mayor to prevent 
Milan from becoming “the Nazi capital of Europe” and 
announced a demonstration to condemn the gathering. 
Giuliano Pisapia, Mayor of Milan, called the rally 
“unacceptable”. 
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Based on reports by Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


A PROMINENT RUSSIAN NATIONALIST is under 
investigation for money laundering. Aleksandr Belov (real 
name, Potkin), one of the better known nationalist figures, 
was arrested on 15 October in Moscow as part of an 
investigation into the embezzlement of nearly £4 billion 
from Russian and Ukrainian depositors of the Kazakh bank 
BTA by its former chairman Mukhtar Ablyazov. The 
Tverskoy district court in Moscow remanded him in custody 
until 28 February. 

Belov was detained at the Intourist Kolomenskoye hotel. 
A police search of his room uncovered financial documents 
and extremist literature. 

Also in Moscow, there has been controversy surrounding 
the criminal case against the well known Russian nationalist 
Roman (Zuhelya) Zheleznov under part 3 of Article 359 of 
the Criminal Code: mercenary participation in armed 
conflict or military activities. The charges arise in connection 
with his service in the infamous Azov Battalion, a neo- 
fascist Ukrainian paramilitary group. If convicted he faces 
up to seven years in prison. 


Nationalist leader Aleksandr Belov: arrested for money laundering 
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Two rival ultra-right marches marked Russia's Day of 
National Unity in Moscow on 4 November, both called 
Russian Marches. One took place in Lyublino, the other 
marched from the Oktyabrskoye Polye Metro stop to the 
Shchukinskaya stop. 

The coordination of the actions, along with their 
preparation, was marked by difficulties and conflicts, 
primarily due to factionalism within the far-right community 
over support or opposition to Novorossiya (New Russia), 
the name that pro-Kremlin separatist groups have given to 
an area of Ukrainian territory north of the Black Sea. Sova 
staff observed about 1,800 people taking part the Lyublino 
march; the Russian March for Novorossiya brought out 
about 1,200 people. 

Participants in the March for Novorossiya carried the flags 
of various parties and movements including those of the 
so-called Donetsk, Luhansk, and Odessa People's 
Republics. Serbian flags were also on display as well as a 
Hungarian flag - apparently a sign of solidarity with the 
far-right-wing Jobbik party. Monarchist participants held 


signs reading, “Russia Needs a Tsar”, “Monarchy — the 
best government system known to man", and a portrait 
of Nicholas Il. There were also banners reading “Kosovo 
and Metohija are Serbia!" and “Rus and Serbia are 
United”. 

Several marches took place on 4 November in St 
Petersburg — a Patriotic March, a rally for Slavic union, an 
unauthorised “Russian Walk" along the Nevsky Prospect 
and some pickets in support of the Russian March. 
Altogether actions under the badge of Russian March were 
held in 36 towns and cities. Often nationalists split over the 
Novorossiya issue and held separate actions. 

For the first time in years the number of marchers was 
lower than before in almost all cities, including the capital, 
as was the number of cities where Russian Marches took 
place. 

Ten days later, a rally was called in memory of Alexander 
Dudin, the ultra-right activist killed in a fight with anti- 
fascists two years ago in Ryazan. Despite wide publicity 
only 30 people gathered in Ryazan. The rally was organised 
by the Ryazan branch of the Russians association. The 
leader of the branch, Alexander Samokhin, was detained by 
the police. 

Earlier, on 18 October, a meeting took place in Moscow 
under the banner “Battle for the Donbass”. About 500 
people showed up for the demonstration, which was 
organised by Evgeny Valyaev and Aleksei Zhivov (the 
Right-Conservative Alliance). They displayed banners of the 
Eurasian Union of Youth, the National Liberation 
Movement (of Evgeny Fedorov), as well as flags of the 
Russian Empire, the so-called Donbass National Republic, 
and Novorossiya. Duma deputies Evgeny Fedorov and Egor 
Kholmogorov took part in the demonstration. 

A so-called March Against Corruption, held on 8 October 
in Sergiev Posad, is also worth noting. The event was 
organised by Cossacks. Participants carried banners with 
slogans including “Orthodoxy or Death" and “Orthodoxy, 
Autocracy, Russian Nation”, and gave fascist salutes. 

Meanwhile Nazi violence continues across Russia. In the 
first 11 months of 2014, 19 people were killed in Nazi 
attacks, with 97 injured. In the same period racist violence 
was recorded in 24 regions of Russia. 

In one recent incident in Moscow, a woman in Islamic 
dress was the victim of an unprovoked attack by a young 
man with a knife who stabbed her several times in the 
stomach. 

Businesses run by migrants have also been targeted by 
the far right. On 19 October in St Petersburg, members of 
the National-Socialist Initiative conducted a “Russian 
Cleansing”. Eight people are reported to have participated, 
harassing street vendors and calling police to report what 
they claimed was unauthorised commerce. 

Two similar actions took place, also in St Petersburg, in 
September under the leadership of Dmitry Bobrov. The first, 
on 14 September, targeted kiosks near the Zvenigorodskaya 
and Prospekt Veteranov Metros. On 21 September, 
nationalists targeted shops at the Primorsky Shopping 
Centre, attacking fruit sellers of “non-Slavic" appearance 


Roman Zheleznov: said to receive £250 a month for his service in the Azov Battalion 


by stealing their goods and dumping them in rubbish bins. 

On 10 August, the National-Socialist Initiative (NSI) held 
a “Russian sweep” against migrants, when the movement's 
leader Dmitry Bobrov and several others swept over 
Moscow's market places checking immigrant workers’ 
documents. 

Nationalists also continued their campaign, under the title 
“Kondopoga Technology”, of co-opting and spinning the 
narrative of criminal incidents in order to portray them as 
ethnically motivated. On 20 September in St Petersburg, 
nationalists held a rally in memory of Maria Fedorova, an 
eighth grade schoolgirl who was killed in 2013 after she 
was attacked by a Dagestani woman. The rally, which 
attracted a mere 20 people, included members of the 
so-called Russians movement, Slavic Power (SS) North- 
West, Slavic Power (SS) Nord-West Petersburg and Great 
Russia. 

The Moscow City Duma elections on 14 September were 
an important, but disappointing, event for the ultra-right. 
Nationalists backed 17 like-minded candidates, none of 
whom achieved any success. 

Xenophobic vandalism continues. In November a 24- 
year-old was sentenced to three years of imprisonment in 
Ilvanovo for making insulting inscriptions on the central 
mosque and placing a pig's head on its fence in June 2013. 
In October two people were convicted on xenophobic 
vandalism charges in Tula. In the Amur region a wooden 
cross was the target of xenophobic vandalism in 
Blagoveshchensk in September. 
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immigration: we should 
Il shout 


As the 2015 election approaches and the Conservatives and Labour are running scared of the UK 
Independence Party, it is increasingly hard to challenge the myth that immigration is bad for the 
UK and to stand up for humanitarian values and decency towards refugees. Cathy Pound reports 
from the launch of the Migrants’ Rights Network Our Vote Campaign on 12 November 2014. 


RUTH GROVE-WHITE, Policy 
Director at Migrants’ Rights 
Network, welcomed us all into the 
exhibition space at Rivington Place 
where MRN were holding the launch 
of their Our Vote Campaign at a talk 
entitled “Immigration and the 2015 
elections”. Images from The Black 
Chronicles II exhibition, unearthed as 
part of a three year Heritage Lottery 
funded project by Autograph ABP, a 
charity that was sponsoring the MRN 
event, surrounded us. The images 
were all portrait pictures taken in 
photographic studios during the 
Victorian era and the anonymous 
subjects of the portraits are from 
black communities living in Britain 
during that era. There were also 
quotes emblazoned on the walls 
such as, “We are here because you 
were there", referencing the colonial 
era, and “The difference is not 
because we are intrinsically different 
but because we are the product of 
an uneven history, uneven histories”. 

Ruth explained that the panel of 
eminent speakers would outline 
briefly their take on how the debate 
on immigration will play out during 
the 2015 election campaign. Critically, 
she said, MRN as part of the Our 
Vote Campaign were launching “A 
Migrant Manifesto for 2015" 
subtitled “Six changes we need to 
bring fairness into immigration 
policy". The document would be a 
focus and a tool to present a positive 
narrative on immigration, something 
sadly lacking from any of the 
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mainstream political parties. 

Chair of the panel Pragma Patel of 
Southall Sisters highlighted the 
decision of the UK to withdraw 
funding from the search and rescue 
missions in the Mediterranean as 
evidence of a “loss of moral 
compass and human decency". 
Pragma also spoke of the increase in 
targeted immigration raids and a 
climate of fear as the Immigration 
Bill comes into force with the 
mandatory landlord “right to rent" 
immigration checks starting on 1 
December 2014 in the pilot areas of 
Birmingham, Walsall, Sandwell, 
Dudley and Wolverhampton. 
Pragma feared this new climate 
where settled migrants become 
pitted against new migrants. 

Pragma introduced Tim Wigmore, 
a freelance journalist who has 
previously written for The Telegraph, 
The Guardian, The Spectator and 
now also the New Statesman. Tim 
has written recently on immigration 
and one of his main messages was 
that as the mainstream parties adopt 
an anti-immigration stance in an 
attempt to “out-UKIP” UKIP, they, 
whether wittingly or not, legitimise 
the anti-immigration argument. That 
makes it even more difficult to be 
the lone voice challenging the myth 
that migration is overwhelmingly 
negative and that the overall net 
financial benefit to the UK is not 
worth putting up with what is seen 
as the real problem, namely the 
presence of “outsiders”, notably 


people of colour but also now white 
eastern Europeans. 

Tim noted that the Liberal 
Democrats had also fallen into line 
and shifted their pro-migration 
stance. He spoke of an overall 
pessimism that needs to be overcome 
and outlined ideas for presenting a 
positive message on migration, not 
just based on figures but giving some 
meaning to what migration means. 
Tim noted, and all the other speakers 
echoed also, the importance of the 
constituencies where a BAME and 
migrant vote can hold the balance of 
power. Mobilising the migrant vote 
becomes crucial and it is important 
that migrants and their allies spell out 
to the hopeful candidates in those 
constituencies that courting the 
migrant vote rather than alienating it 
may be a wiser strategy, if they want 
to ensure success at the ballot box. In 
other words, for some constituencies 
the demonising of migrants that it is 
assumed will win seats elsewhere 
may need to be revised and it 
remains to be seen if any candidates 
will make this bold move. One can 
only hope that the political parties 
and politicians have adopted an anti- 
immigration stance as a tactic and 
that there are at least some who 
would be genuine in presenting 
positive or at least less toxic rhetoric 
in relation to immigration in the 2015 
campaign and beyond. 

Ratna Lachman, from JUST West 
Yorkshire, an organisation which 
promotes racial justice, civil liberties 


and human rights, who had recently 
featured on BBC Radio 4's Any 
Questions, migration in relation to 
Bradford. The city had been built by 
migrants, as most UK cities, and 
before her radio appearance she 
checked what the official message of 
Bradford City Council was on 
migration to the city. She was told 
resoundingly that Bradford would 
continue to be proud to welcome 
migrants and try to rise to the 
challenge of making migration work 
in the city. In Yorkshire, agriculture, 
bed and breakfast and the 
restaurant trade had acknowledged 
that they cannot offer all-year work 
and it is in this climate that they 
have to rely on migrant workers 
who can be transitory. Bradford has 
one of the youngest populations in 
Europe but they are at risk of 
“brain-drain” as people seek 
permanent, skilled work outside the 
region. Loss of income due to 
jobseeker's allowance sanctions was 
high, and impacted more on the 
large Roma community in Bradford, 


who had less support to understand 
or challenge incorrect sanctions. 
Peter Herbert, of the Society of Black 
Lawyers, who as well as being an 
observer at Harmondsworth Detention 
Centre also on occasion sits as an 
immigration judge, noted that the 
drivers of migration are largely poverty 
and war. Peter stated that the 
existence of grinding poverty and 
wealth and prosperity elsewhere 
meant that people would continue to 
undertake the most unimaginable 
journeys to escape that poverty as well 
as ongoing conflicts. As the poverty 
gap grew and wars spread, migration 
would continue. Peter stated it was 
clear that “Fortress Europe” could not 
be maintained against this backdrop. 
That was not to say that he saw 
migration and free movement of 
peoples as a bad thing, but 
understanding what drives it is 
important. He noted that after the 
Berlin Wall came down the call to “let 
your people go” had become, please 
“stay where you are” as West Berlin 
experienced the influx of East Berliners. 


Peter noted, as did other speakers, 
that a key to making migration work 
is responding to the increases in 
population with improved 
infrastructure such as housing, 
school places and health provision. 
The lack of housing, due to decades 
of neglect in building council 
housing, was a massive problem for 
the existing population and Peter 
deplored politicians who allowed the 
“lie" to persist that migrant 
populations created a housing 
shortage. As a lawyer, Peter saw part 
of his role as being to uphold the law 
and people's access to the law. 

Don Flynn, as Director of 
Migrants’ Rights Network, told the 
conference that we cannot try to 
keep quiet around the immigration 
debate and hope a low profile will 
keep it off the political agenda. Don 
stated that as part of MRN's 
“network” we all had a duty to 
effectively “shout about it”. Don 
spoke about their “Migrant 
manifesto” as a tool and, while it 
was unlikely that they would 


Launch of the Migrants' Rights Network Our Vote Campaign 
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persuade a mainstream political 
party leader to sign up to it ahead of 
the 2015 elections, there was 
mileage in picking apart the anti- 
immigration rhetoric. 

Although this rhetoric, we are told, 
resonates with the public, their 
narrative “comes a cropper” fairly 
quickly. Don explained that 
contradictions in the anti-migrant 
stance are numerous and many 
business and establishment figures are 
queuing up to state how damaging 
some current legislation and proposals 
will be to the economy. Don urged us 
to have confidence in taking these 
arguments on. He urged that we 
mobilise the very migrant 
communities that are the subject of 
this debate as being the ones who are 
living the injustice and inequality and 
can see us as their allies, turning 
around everything not just for the 
benefit of migrants but for all of us. 

Nevertheless many of the speakers 
felt there was room for optimism in 
what appeared to be a very bleak 
situation politically, economically and 
socially. A very useful session of 
audience questions and answers 
raised other points, such as 
gentrification and social cleansing of 
the capital and other major cities, the 
demographic of the UKIP voter and 
how we adapt our messages to the 
target audience. Fiona Bawdon 
informed the audience of the 
publication of a report she has just 
written, entitled Chasing Status, 
which features case studies of people 
resident in the UK for decades who 
are falling victim of the Government's 
more restrictive immigration laws. 
She suggested these case studies 
could be used to illustrate how ill- 
conceived much of the legislation is. 

Ruth Grover-White ended by 
urging those present to become 
actively involved as we head into the 
six months leading up to the general 
election, including attending their 
lobby of parliament on 26 November 
2014. Having the opportunity to be 
together with so many individuals 
representing important groups in this 
field was indeed inspiring and gave 
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all present some optimism and 
energy that we are not lone voices in 
this debate and that our networks 
can take action that will have a 
positive impact. JUST West Yorkshire 
and initiatives such as City of 
Sanctuary demonstrate that local 
authorities will embrace a pro- 
migrant stance when asked, 
supported and crucially informed and 
educated on how they can do so. 


Migrants Rights Network: 
www.migrantsrights.org.uk, 
info@migrantsrights.org.uk. 


Published by Legal Action Group 


Chasing Status: 

If not British, then what am |? 
Report by Fiona Bawdon published 
by Legal Action Group, available to 
download from www.lag.org.uk. 


Migration Work: 

www. migrationwork.org — 

a not-for-profit organisation that 
works with policy-makers. 


City of Sanctuary: 
www.cityofsanctuary.org — 

a network of groups in cities 
throughout the UK whose aim is 
to “build a culture of hospitality” 
for those seeking sanctuary. 


The ‘Surprised Brits’ 
who find they are 
living with irregular 
immigration status 


Funded by Unbound Philanthropy 


By Cathy Pound 


TUC CONGRESS returned to 
Liverpool from 7 to 10 September 
2014, and Liverpool's proud trade 
union heritage certainly made it an 
apt host city for the 534 delegates 
from 53 affiliated unions 
representing just under six million 
members to congregate and debate 
the 78 motions that will determine 
the work of the TUC for the coming 
year. 

Many delegates commented that 
there were very few real “debates” 
in the sense that few motions were 
contested and some questioned 
whether if there was nothing 
contentious to be debated it was 
necessary to congregate at all. It 
may be that as many unions are 
fighting some of their biggest 
battles, on all fronts, for pay, 
working conditions and against 
massive job losses that there is less 
to debate internally as they focus on 
the common enemy of the coalition 
government and the demands the 


unions will have of government after 


next year's general election. 

The final motion debated fell with 
only a small majority against. It 
called for greater representation of 
Trades Councils at TUC Congress, in 
the form of a delegate from the 
Trades Council Conference with 
speaking rights so that they could 
move their own motions. This may 
seem like a minor technical issue but 
obviously those proposing and 
supporting the motion, which 
included RMT, FBU, CWU, NUT, 
Unite and UCATT, felt that the voice 
of Trades Councils is an important 
one and may also be part what 
seems to be a call, among some 
delegates, for a more radical agenda 
for the TUC in future. Those against, 
which included GMB, UNISON, 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight in action 


ghting racism at TUC Con; 


USDAW and NASUWT, were 
concerned about the unclear 
accountability such a delegate would 
have. 

One aspect of Congress was 
notable and that was the warmth of 
feeling and respect shown to 
Mohammad Taj, who chaired the 
three days with calm good nature 
and good humour. Taj has been 
lauded as the first Muslim TUC 
President and, a bus driver to this 
day, is seen still as “one of the 
workers". His address to Congress 
was moving and touched on his 
early life and his life-long trade 
unionism. His openness, humanity 
and forthright and direct style makes 
him a thoroughly likeable person 
and no doubt a very effective person 
to have at the bargaining table. Taj, 
as he likes to be called, spoke of the 


number of events he attended, 
making him one of the most active 
TUC Presidents, and long may his 
legacy live, setting a standard for 
those that will follow in his 
footsteps. 

Fringe meetings were as usual 
numerous both on site and the so- 
called unofficial fringes off site. Ricky 
Tomlinson spoke to delegates about 
the Shrewsbury 24 campaign and 
hosted a fundraising evening at his 
self-built night club. Searchlight 
reports on two fringe meetings and 
two other events that were 
particularly relevant to our work. 


Show Racism the Red Card 
Two former professional football 
players attracted a large audience to 
the Show Racism the Red Card 
fringe meeting on the Monday 


Panel (I-r) Lynn Collins, NWTUC Regional Secretary; , Secretary Sefton UNISON; Howard Gayle, former Liverpool 


player and SRTRC Patron; Liz Snape, Assistant General Secretary, UNISON; John Barnes, former Liverpool player 
and SRTRC Patron; and Stephen Cavalier, Chief Executive of Thompsons Solicitors. Far left giving presentation of 


work of SRTRC: James Kingett 
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lunchtime of Conference week. John 
Barnes, the former Liverpool and 
England player, and Howard Gayle, 
former Liverpool and Sunderland 
player, are both Patrons of SRTRC. 
The audience knew they would hear 
a few wisecracks regarding their 
team allegiances but would also be 
moved, often to the point of tears, 
by the footballers’ descriptions of 
the racism they had suffered in their 
own childhood, in school and in 
their communities, and how racism 
manifested itself in their footballing 
career also. 

SRTRC makes it clear that their 
work is not focused on tackling 
racism in football. Kick it Out, the FA 
and clubs themselves address racism 
within football itself. SRTRC's work 
is education-based, in schools with 
teachers and young people, which 
gives a safe space for racism to be 
examined and acknowledged, and 
for the pupils, through analysis and 
discussion about the views the pupils 
expressed, to try to come to a better 
understanding of what factors might 
contribute to them adopting racist 
attitudes, such as the economic 
situation and lack of housing and job 
opportunities in their communities. 
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(I-r) Kevin Courtney, NUT; Zita Holbourne, PCS; Steve Hart, Unite and Chair UAF 


The TUC and the unions quite 
rightly all support the work of 
SRTRC, which aims to tackle racism 
with children and young people. 
They are after all the next 
generation who we hope will begin 
to have less fear of “other” and 
difference, who will learn not to 
generalise about and scapegoat 
whole communities and, SRTRC 
hopes, will not judge people based 
only on their colour, sexuality or 
gender. 

Obviously, SRTRC cannot get into 
all schools and it remains on the 
agenda of NUT and NASUWT to 
continue to ensure that schools 
champion all equality strands and 
ensure pupils and teachers alike do 
not have to deal with discrimination, 
disadvantage or any outward 
hostility in the school environment. 

Further information: srtrc.org, 
facebook.com/theredcard, 
twitter.com/srtrc_england. 


Prominent trade unionists 
support Unite Against Fascism 
Steve Hart, Chair of UAF, presided 
over the UAF fringe meeting on the 
Tuesday lunchtime. He was pleased 
to introduce Billy Hayes of CWU, 


Zita Holbourne of PCS and BARAC 
(Black Activists Rising against the 
Cuts), Kevin Courtney of the NUT 
and Jennifer Moses of the NASUWT, 
alongside UAF Joint Chair Weyman 
Bennett. 

The panel outlined the continuing 
importance of the work of UAF and 
reiterated their union's continued 
support for the anti-fascist group as 
well as recognising a new threat 
from UKIP and continued far-right 
activity on our streets. With a 
backdrop of an image of Nick 
Griffin, former British National Party 
leader and MEP, with the simple 
strapline “Finished” from the UAF's 
Unity magazine cover, speakers 
outlined their relief at Griffin's defeat 
in the European election, largely by 
activists in the North West. Since 
Congress, Griffin has fully parted 
company with the BNP — having 
stood down as chairman and been 
moved to a newly created position 
of party president, he was finally 
expelled by the party he had led for 
15 years. The meeting heard that 
the BNP without Griffin remains in 
tatters and that the electoral threat 
now lies with UKIP, who are 
scooping up voters from the BNP as 
well as the Conservatives and 
Labour. 

The meeting concurred that anti- 
fascists had never really feared the 
BNP would gain an MP but, as the 
meeting acknowledged, UKIP 
provided the broader appeal that 
could see UKIP MPs in Westminster. 
Sadly the two by-elections since 
Congress have seen that fear already 
realised ahead of the general 
election. 

Steve Hart and Weyman Bennett 
explained the limitations UAF faced 
as an anti-fascist organisation in 
fighting UKIP, who are nationalist, 
xenophobic but not openly fascist. 
Stand up to UKIP had been formed 
as a stand-alone campaigning 
organisation in order that any 
campaigning by UAF against UKIP 
did not fall foul of criticism that they 
were accusing UKIP of being fascist. 
UKIP presented a new and different 


threat and needed to be addressed 
head-on, on the grounds of their 
policies and the record of their 
members, activists, party officials 
and party leader Nigel Farage. 
Further information: uaf.org.uk, 
standuptoukip.org. 


The Union Gap 

Congress 2014 also embraced the 
power of art to address social issues. 
Throughout Congress delegates 
could sign up to attend 30 minute 
interactive performances put on by 
Banner Theatre. Attendees became 
subjects of one of two contrasting 
worlds described “a world where 
almost everything that our union 
comrades are fighting for has been 
achieved" and a “nightmarish 
dystopian future where unions have 
never existed and neoliberal terror 
reigns unchecked and 
unchallenged". 

Delegates who did not attend may 
nevertheless have had a taste of 
what was on offer in the two worlds 
as they walked past people dressed 
in army uniform holding truncheons 
ordering delegates, who were the 
audience cum cast, to stand against 
the wall, look forward and not speak 
or smile. There was a debrief after 
the “show” to discuss how 
participants felt being ordered 
about, humiliated and threatened, or 
how they found the world where 
the union had secured a “better 
world” for us all. 

The Union Gap can be 
commissioned to come into your 
union, Trades Council or educational 
setting to explore further the 
benefits of trade unions and crucially 
the risks we all face if union powers 
are curtailed any further. 

Banner Theatre has lost funding 
recently and relies on the support of 
the wider movement to help bring 
its important and inspiring work to 
as wide an audience as possible. 

More information about The 
Union Gap and other Banner 
Theatre performances at 
bannertheatre.co.uk. 


Call Mr Robeson - sponsored 
by North West TUC 

Searchlight were delighted to see 
that North West TUC were 
sponsoring a performance of Tayo 
Aluko's “Call Mr Robeson" during 
Congress 2014. Tayo has written 
and performs a “life in song” of the 


US civil rights activist and singer Paul 


Robeson. Tayo, being Liverpool- 
based, was commissioned by North 
West TUC not only to perform at 
Congress but to take his 
performance into schools in the 
North West so that a new 
generation of young people can 
learn about the legacy of Paul 
Robeson and explore the civil rights 
movement from Robeson's personal 
perspective, affording a basis for 
discussion of where we are now in 


Tayo Aluko performing for the benefit of Searchlight last year 


terms of freedom from 
discrimination. 

The Question and Answer session 
after the show allowed for 
delegates, and some local trade 
unionists who had jumped at the 
opportunity to gain access to the 
Congress venue when the invitation 
was extended to them to see “Call 
Mr Robeson", to ask about how the 
show had been put together and to 
recall their own memories of the era, 
of Robeson and, for some, tales of 
where they had seen Robeson 
perform in their youth. 

For more information including 
“Call Mr Robeson" performance 
dates see 
cmr.tayoalukoandfriends.com, or to 
commission the show contact 
info@tayoalukoandfriends.com. 
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Cathy Pound reports on a series of community talks with Dr Richard Stone in Bradford, Bristol, 
Birmingham, East London, Manchester and west London, revisiting locations that produced 
evidence to the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry. 


“| have found anger and 
disappointment to be even greater 
now than it was then, which are 
justified by the lack of progress in 
achieving equality of treatment and 
equality of opportunity in policing. 
The time has come for leaders of 
institutions, heads of businesses 
and activists to take sustained 
action.” (Introduction to Hidden 
Stories of the Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry, by Richard Stone 2013 
pages xi-xil) 

Dr Richard Stone OBE has 
undertaken this series of talks, which 
take their title from his book, Hidden 
Stories of the Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry, as a means of raising issues 
of racism in public discourse. He 
hopes that through reflecting on the 
evidence given at the time, 
examining the recommendations of 
the Lawrence Inquiry and comparing 


HIDDEN 
STORIES 


STEPHEN LAWRENCE 
INQUIRY 


Pp 
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current experiences, action can be 
taken to ensure that any gains made 
in the period immediately after the 
publication of Sir William 
Macpherson's report in 1999 can be 
re-realised. 

Dr Stone's analysis of the current 
equality debate is that only gender 
and wealth inequality are being 
examined, and there are numerous 
other people who would agree that 
race has fallen off the agenda. 
Racism, as stated by participants in 
some of the meetings, has become a 
toxic word even, a subject almost 
off-limits, as though the public 
position is that we live in a post- 
racist society, where it is expected 
that we have “moved on" from 
Lawrence. 

Dr Stone comes to a harsh 
conclusion: that, as things have not 
changed significantly since 
publication of the Lawrence report, 
in this respect the Inquiry failed. 
Stone states that the 
recommendations were watered 
down in the process of agreeing the 
report and then poorly implemented 
or sabotaged through unwitting or 
possibly intentionally unworkable 
procedures. One example, quoted 
by Stone, is that the form police 
officers have to fill in after each 
“stop and search" us over-long and 
therefore not always completed, 
defeating the purpose of providing 
an overview of every stop and 
search and making the power still a 
major cause of concern in terms of 
disproportionate and inappropriate 
use in non-white communities. 

Others, such as Suresh Grover of 
the Southall Monitoring Group, 
recounting the evidence he gave at 


the time, at the west London talk 
held in Southall in October 2014, 
stated that the importance of the 
Inquiry in establishing that the police 
were “institutionally racist” was a 
pivotal turning point which in and of 
itself, being a term first coined by 
Black Panther Stokely Carmichael, 
was an unprecedented success and a 
permanent legacy which we can still 
use today. Grover spoke of a “post- 
Macpherson paradise”, a short-lived 
golden period of maybe only two 
years in which it was possible to 
demand re-examination of cases to 
establish that an attack was racially 
motivated, for example. 

The challenge laid down at these 
meetings and intended to be 
followed through by a small team 
working with Dr Stone is to re- 
create a permanent “paradise” 


Stephen Lawrence, murdered in a racially motivated 
attack while waiting for a bus in southeast London on 
22 April 1993 


and Tom Brake MP 


where race equality is examined, 
recorded and not only strived for but 
achievedin any societal context 
encompassing policing of 
communities, within the police force 
including ensuring significant 
representation at all levels with the 
force, in all aspects of the criminal 
justice system including deaths in 
custody, prison populations, within 
education, employment, health and 
particularly mental health and housing. 
The predominant view of 
participants who had given evidence 
to the Inquiry was that little progress 
was maintained following the 
Macpherson report. There continue 
to be revelations, such as the police 
surveillance of the Lawrence family, 
which may form the basis of a 
further inquiry about the use of 
undercover police and the 
subsequent impact on investigations 
where evidence may be obscured to 


The launch of Dr Richard Stone's book at the House of Commons in 2013 with (I-r) Lord Bill Morris, Alison Shaw (Director of Policy Press), Sadiq Khan MP, Dr Richard Stone 


protect the identity of the 
undercover officer and avoid making 
public the use of undercover 
surveillance. Police corruption and 
incompetence have also been 
identified as impacting on the 
investigation at the time. 

Glenroy Watson of RMT and 
General Secretary of Global Afrikan 
Congress UK recalled that Dr Stone 
was almost ostracised following the 
Lawrence Inquiry. Dr Stone reflected 
on this and made it clear that he 
never regretted his role on the 
panel. Simon Israel chairing the 
meeting also commented that Dr 
Stone, more than any others 
involved, had made it his business to 
continue to pursue the aims of the 
Inquiry. 

Despite the overwhelming view 
being that the Inquiry had not been 
successful, there was still a buzz of 
energy in the meeting and a will to 


continue the conversation and 
debate, to use the Inquiry as a tool 
to examine current practice and 
experiences and demand that it is 
not too late to begin acting on its 
recommendations. 

Dr Stone is a Visiting Fellow at the 
Department of Criminology, 
University of Westminster, patron of 
ROTA (Race on the Agenda) and of 
the Cambridge academic Centre for 
Jewish-Muslim Relations (CMJR) 
within the Woolf Institute. Dr Stone 
has also been President of the 
Jewish Council for Racial Equality 
(CORE) and Vice Chair of the 
Runnymede Trust, and was a panel 
member and adviser to Judge Sir 
William Macpherson on the Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry in 1998. 


Further information about the series 


of talks and the overall project at 
hiddenstories.co.uk. 
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By Cathy Pound 


THE EVENING OF Friday 17 October 2014 saw an 
audience of school children and interested others 
converge on The Broadway theatre in Barking and 
Dagenham and an onlooker might have wondered 
what brought them all there after a long week at 
school or work. 

People from outside the area had travelled on crowded 
rush-hour transport and were all emerging from the tube 
asking for directions. The speakers included one who had 
left the hospital bedside of their sick child and another 
who had come straight from a funeral, to ensure that 
they were present to speak at this event — the eighth 
Anthony Walker Memorial Lecture. The reason was clear: 
it was a mark of respect and a way of paying tribute to 
Anthony Walker, a young man killed in a racist attack in 
Merseyside in 2005, who had high aspirations for his own 
future and has served as an inspiration for many young 
people whose potential can be achieved, given the right 
support, education and opportunity. 

Christine Blower, President of the NUT, in her opening 
welcome stated that the lecture kept Anthony Walker's 
name alive and with it a continued reminder that racism is 
a blight on society and can exact the ultimate price of the 
loss of lives. She spelt out why the education system is so 


Baroness Oona King spoke of her grandfather's determination to go to university 
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Gee Walker when she received an honorary Doctor of Laws from Liverpool University in 
2012. She dedicated it to her son, who wanted to study law 


important in promoting tolerance and an anti-racist 
message when she highlighted the role of teachers in 
encouraging our understanding of each other, and 
challenging racism and fascism. 

Christine said that part of a teacher's role is to develop 
a pupil's self-worth and foster respect for all and a 
positive celebration of difference. She did not flinch from 
pointing out that the education system is still failing 
BAME pupils, with African boys three times more likely to 
be excluded and their achievement at GCSE level still not 
on a par with white peers, despite entering the school 
system on at least an equal footing. 

Baroness Oona King explained that rather than give a 
dry lecture she was going to tell the story of a 14-year- 
old boy in the American deep south, who as an illiterate 
son of freed slaves had walked to the only university in 
the USA set up for freed slaves. There he worked as a 
cleaner in return for being taught to read and write and 
went on to study there and graduate rather than become 
a “share cropper” as indentured labour. 

That man was Oona's grandfather. She asked how 
many 14-year-olds were in the audience and wanted 
them to know that they could achieve their aspirations 
like her grandfather, whose dream to go to university 


seemed so impossible when he told his father that 
was what he wanted to do. Oona also spoke of her 
family's involvement in the civil rights movement and 
her own experience of hate mail and death threats 
as a woman born to a black father and a Jewish 
mother. 

In response to Oona's lecture, Jeremy Crook OBE, of 
BTEG (Black Training and Enterprise Group), brought the 
journey of Oona's family up to the present day, with 
concerns about barriers still experienced by BAME pupils 
in education, which continue into the sphere of 
employment. Jeremy talked about his own experience of 
leaving school with no qualifications and later returning 
to give talks in the school he went to and many others, 
to encourage pupils to understand the value of education 
for their later life. When he set up BTEG he was told 
there were not many BAME apprentices as few apply. 

A failure to ask why they do not apply and to address 
that issue led to little progress for many years. 

Dr Gee Walker, Anthony's mother, spoke with great 
dignity and humility and proposed a vote of thanks 
to the NUT and all involved in organising the lecture. 

Dr Walker described the “pain beyond pain" that has 
“no end" and how “it hurts". She stated that although 
none of us can change the past, the future starts with 


A manifesto for 
our children’s 
education 


National Union 
of Teachers 


us, with “you and me”. 

Dr Walker explained that although she has paid a very 
high price in losing her son she has the work of the 
Anthony Walker Foundation as a legacy to Anthony's life. 
The Antony Walker Foundation urges people to ensure 
that they report hate crime and directs them how to do 
that, provides youth offending support services and runs 
workshops. In her welcome on the foundation's website 
she writes that we have to acknowledge that racism is 
still pervasive and that we cannot “turn a blind eye” 
when we see it. 

| think it is fair to say that those attending the lecture 
were moved and inspired by the speakers and that the 
school pupils and the wider audience were encouraged 
to follow their own aspirations and speak out when they 
see something that is unjust. 


The Anthony Walker Memorial Lecture has been 
organised for eight years by the NUT with sponsorship 
for the first time this year coming also from Unite the 
union, UNISON and the GMB. 

To read the NUT Manifesto for Education in full go to 
teachers.org.uk/manifesto. 

For more information about the Anthony Walker 
Foundation go to anthonywalkerfoundation.com. 


Anthony Walker, 18-year-old victim of an unprovoked racist murder in July 2005 
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Trade Union Friends of Searchlight in action 
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Blackshirts at 


By Cathy Pound 


OXFORD UAF have been busy maintaining a long and 
proud history of anti-fascism in Oxford. In 2014 alone 
they responded to the presence of the National Front in 
the city centre in April and led a campaign for a 
withdrawal of the invitation to Tommy Robinson, the 
nom de guerre of Stephen Lennon, former leader of the 
English Defence League, to speak at the Oxford 
University Union on 23 October. Councillors, faith 
leaders and activists all signed an open letter to the 
Oxford Union and people were mobilised ready to 
protest if the invitation was not cancelled. 

The Oxford Union did not withdraw, but Robinson did 
not appear. He was unable to keep his engagement as he 
had been recalled to prison, having broken the terms of 
his licence. The Oxford Union said they would extend the 
invitation again, and did indeed do so. Lennon spoke for 
two hours to an audience of 250 people and criticised the 
police, politicians and media for failing to deal with certain 
criminal matters because of a fear of being labelled 
Islamophobic. He added that he was not allowed to speak 
about some issues because he was still on licence from 
prison. Clearly, despite no longer leading the EDL, and his 
dalliance with the Quilliam Foundation, he holds the same 
views as he did in the past. More than 280 people signed 
Oxford UAF's open letter asking the Oxford Union to 
cancel Lennon's invitation and anti-fascists demonstrated 
outside the event. 

Oxford UAF have to keep a permanent eye on who is 
invited to speak at the University’s prestigious debating 
society and have had cause to mount repeated campaigns 
as the Union continues to invite people who hold openly 
racist and fascist views, in a bid, they would claim, to 
create a platform for what they consider to be free 
speech. Although they failed to stop Nick Griffin, former 
leader of the British National Party, and David Irving, the 
convicted Holocaust denier, from attending the Union in 
2007, Oxford UAF had organised a mass mobilisation of 
1,500 anti-fascists. 

On 17 January 2013 Griffin was invited again, the 
Union claimed by a rogue officer without agreement of 
the President. On this occasion they did rescind the 
invitation. But when Griffin stated he might still attend as 
a life member of Cambridge Union, which gives him 
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reciprocal membership, the Union said they would not 
prevent him being present at the debate on the motion 
“This house would be glad to have gay parents”. Oxford 
UAF mounted a protest outside the debate, saying that if 
Griffin turned up they would try to prevent him from 
entering. lan McKendrick, Secretary of Oxford UAF at the 
time, stated: “| think they learnt last time round how 
strongly people felt about this. It was 1,500 people here; 
you couldn't move. It was a massive turnout.” 

Oxford UAF held its day conference on Saturday 25 
October, not knowing whether the Oxford Union was 
going to invite Lennon again. The morning saw a session 
from Tom Kaye entitled “The Holocaust a warning from 
history", in which Tom spoke of the context in which 
Hitler had risen and challenged the notion that people 
had not tried to resist the Nazis. Tom stated that the 
Holocaust was “one of the biggest crimes in human 
history", but also questioned whether Nazism could have 
been stopped. The Social Democrats and the Communist 
Party would not work together and, with the left split, the 
Nazis were able to prosper. 

Hitler saw the communists as the biggest threat and 
made sure that communists and trade unionists were 
among the first he targeted, crushed and rounded up. The 
swiftness and ruthlessness with which any resistance was 
crushed is well documented, and the industrial scale of 
the killing machine that the Nazis developed was beyond 
anyone's imagination at the time and still today. 

Tom spoke of the value of remembering and reminding 
ourselves what happened and how it was able to happen. 
He had visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, being of Jewish 
heritage, and encouraged others to go, and to find out 
and publicise the educational trips organised by UAF, one 
of which took place in November 2014. 

A fascinating in-depth session on the history of anti- 
fascism in Oxford was presented by Ciaran Walsh, who 
describes himself as a radical historian. Ciaran's talk 
started in that same 1930s era and he spoke with a depth 
of knowledge and in such great detail that those of us 
listening felt transported back in time, hearing of the halls 
in which Mosley spoke and the Ruskin college students, 
who then, as no doubt now, were are the forefront of the 
resistance to Mosley and his Blackshirts. Meetings of the 


left at the time of the miners’ dispute were smashed by 
members of the Fascist Society. Mosley and the Blackshirts 
would parade around the streets and his meetings were 
crammed full. It was obvious to many that they could not 
sit back and watch Mosley operate in this way. 

A united front was formed as people reviled Mosley’'s 
presence and at a time when the trade unions were 
strong and had great successes, such as the Cowley steel 
strike, there was a groundswell of activism and resistance. 
Ciaran laid out the different events and forces at work in 
those years, which culminated with Mosley addressing a 
packed meeting at Carfax Assembly Rooms in May 1936. 
However only 20% of the audience were fascists with 
anti-fascists making up about 60% of those present. 
Mosley knew trouble would break out and even ensured 
it did by orchestrating a violent ejection of one of the 
anti-fascists. The result was described as a full-blown riot 
and it became one of the two famous “battles” against 
Mosley, the second coming five months later at Cable 
Street in east London. 

Ciaran spoke of how following these anti-fascist 
mobilisations, which coincided with the start of the 
Spanish Civil War and British volunteers going out to join 
the International Brigades, Oxford saw a mass increase in 
membership of the Communist Party, making it the 
biggest branch in the country. Ciaran concluded that the 
city had been emboldened by successful mass action 


Oxford anti-fascists protest against the National Front, April 2014 


against fascism and in trade union disputes, and that we 
can learn lessons from the history of anti-fascism in 
Oxford and should continue to celebrate the anti-fascism 
of that era. 

Searchlight presented a session on the rise of the 
electoral success of the far right in Europe with particular 
reference to Greece and eastern Europe. Group 
discussions followed on why it was that the UK has been 
more successful in crushing fascist parties in the European 
elections. Was the fall of the BNP down to better anti- 
fascist campaigning or does the UK voting public have 
less tolerance for fascist ideology? Further debate on the 
UK Independence Party and the differing challenge and 
tactics needed to campaign against them concluded that 
the fight is still on to counter racist and xenophobic 
ideology in our main political discourse and to challenge 
the media continually in order to provide some counter- 
narrative. 

Des McDermott ended the conference with a brief 
session on fighting fascism today, calling for local activism 
against any street presence of the far right, speakers at 
the Oxford Union and, of course, a continuing electoral 
campaign against any party peddling racist or fascist 
ideology. 

For details of further educational trips to Poland see 
uaf.org.uk. Information about the activities of Oxford 
UAF is available at oxforduaf.org.uk. 
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Trade Union Friends of Searchlight in action 


By Cathy Pound 


RUSKIN COLLEGE, OXFORD, was 
founded in 1899 at a time of 
change in political and educational 
ideas, with the aim of offering 
university-standard education for 
working class people to enable them 
to act more effectively for their own 
working class communities. It 
remains an independent college that 
specialises in providing educational 
opportunities for adults with few or 
no qualifications. Financial, personal 
or social obstacles made it 
impossible for many of Ruskin's 
students to seize educational 
chances earlier in their lives. The 
college offers short courses, access 
to higher education as well as a 
foundation degree in Writing for 
Performance and degree courses at 
BA and MA level. 

Searchlight was very pleased to be 
present as over 220 new students, 
young and old, filed around the 
stalls at the Ruskin College Freshers’ 
Fair on 30 September. Students 
enquired about our work, some 
already knowing of us and sharing 
stories of their involvement in 
fighting racism and fascism. Links 
were remade with the Campaign to 
Close Campsfield, who were also 
exhibiting and who have a new 
fight on their hands to try to stop 
an enlargement of the immigration 
detention centre. The campaign is in 
its 21st year and they were 
publicising a demonstration for 29 
November 2014. With some 
funding support, the campaign has 
also produced an impressive 
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document entitled /mmigration Bail 
Hearings: a travesty of justice? 
Observations from the public 
gallery, which is available online to 
download. 

Searchlight is proud to be 
associated with Ruskin College and 
will continue to work with them and 
support the work they do, especially 
around trade union education. 

For more information on courses 
at Ruskin College go to ruskin.ac.uk. 

For more information on the Close 
Campsfield Campaign go to 
closecampsfield.wordpress.com. 
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A Ruskin student signs up to receive monthly Searchlight bulletins 


By Cathy Pound 


THE CULTUREFEST PROJECT, which ran for a sixth year 
this summer, is the brainchild of Christopher Herriot, senior 
lecturer in Youth and Community Development at De 
Montfort University. 

The ten-day residential camp saw participants this year 
aged 14 to 18 from Hungary, Italy, Malta, Poland, Spain 
and the UK come together and be introduced to history, 
politics, economics, and sociology in a way that aimed to 
help them develop their critical thinking skills with an 
overarching theme of addressing racism. The key to their 
experience is that they arrived pretty much as strangers to 
each other rather than friends or schoolmates. Everything 
they did over the ten days, and the topics that they were 
asked to grapple with, were experienced alongside a peer 
group of young people from five other nations. They got 
to know each other through joint activities that challenged 
them to look at difficult subjects, such as the Holocaust 
and genocide, through watching and having group 
discussions on Schindler's List and Hotel Rwanda. 

Herriot states, in the information he sends about the 
project to potential partner organisations that might send 
participants, that the aim is to “learn tolerance and 
understanding towards others and develop lifelong 
friendships with participants from other countries”. 

Participants were offered workshops from various NGOs 
such as CND and Amnesty International. Searchlight were 
delighted to be asked to contribute to the initiative and we 
ran a workshop looking at definitions of racism and 
fascism, and at different anti-racist and anti-fascist 


Participants from six countries form a bond with one another 


responses and organisations in the UK and in each host 
country. Participants were asked about the current 
economic situation in their home country and what they 
knew about the political situation namely whether far-right 
or nationalist parties were popular in the polls currently. 

The young people easily understood the connection 
between the economic situation and scapegoating. They 
could see people's loss of faith in politicians and how the 
far right could capitalise on that loss of faith and try to 
peddle a simplistic anti-migrant message. 

They were asked if they felt valued by society as young 
people or if they felt judged if they congregated in a group 
with their friends, or by what they wore. The young 
people discussed how unjustified and illogical it was to pre- 
judge people by appearance through generalised 
assumptions based on ethnicity, faith, sexuality or gender. 
The group talked about speaking out against racism and 
doing so whenever it is safe to do so. Participants were 
emailed information about anti-racist groups in their home 
countries after the workshop so that those who were 
interested in finding out more about more organised anti- 
racism in their home country could do so. 

The initiative seems to work well as participants on 
previous Culturefest camps were now returning to 
volunteer as facilitators alongside De Montfort University 
Youth and Community Development student volunteers 
and group leaders from the host countries. 

Further information about the Culturefest initiative from 
Christopher Herriott at cherriot@dmu.ac.uk. 


Searchlight led a workshop on responses to fascism and racism 
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Fighting 

fascism and 
racism 

internationally Published continuously since 1975 

Searchlight has investigated the far right for over 50 years, exposing what they are doing and thinking, 

so as to thwart their ambitions. Although the BNP is currently not an electoral threat, and the EDL is a 

shadow of its former self, the fascists have not gone away but are developing a twin strategy: trying to 

spread their ideas among wider society by more subtle means, and engaging in paramilitary training using 

specialists from abroad. 


But where the fascists are operating, Searchlight is there to expose them and stop them. As the far right 
move into new operational fields, Searchlight, with its tried and tested methods of gathering and analysing 
intelligence, is needed more than ever before. 


To do this, Searchlight has people operating under cover in nearly 20 hostile groups in the UK and, through 
our colleagues, abroad. Our specialist knowledge means we can get results quickly. That may mean helping 
trade unions by exposing fascists trying to gain union positions, working with campaigning groups to stop 
fascists damaging community cohesion, or passing on information about fascist criminality. 


But this work costs money. Although all our people are volunteers, operating under cover, often in 
dangerous circumstances, involves considerable expenses. Those engaging in armed training and organised 
disruption of society will not hesitate to use violence against anyone trying to stop them. Searchlight needs 
to raise £35,000 a year to safeguard our professional intelligence and analysis work. 


Democracy and freedom are threatened by fascist activity. We can halt the far right before they cause 
serious damage, because we know in advance what they are planning. That has to be better than waiting 
for the state to act, by means that would damage the freedom of all of us. 


Please help us to continue this important work by making a one-off donation, taking out a standing order, 
or adding a donation to your subscription. Please use the form below, or donate online at 
searchlightmagazine.com. 
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Subscribe and donate to Searchlight 


£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations ‘ 
£57 Europe individuals £69 Non Europe individuals £75 All non-UK organisations In Memoriam 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 


(cheques made payable to Searchlight) — 


1964-2013 
ve ee 
Address 

Postcode 
Subscription £ Donation £ 


Or pay by standing order 


Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford |G5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


90,000 trade unionists marched 
in London on 18 October 2014 as 
part of a national day of action 
against austerity and for fair pay. 
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No to scapegoating immigrants ¢ No to Islamophobia 
No to oer a a to att 


Organised by: Stand up to Racism — 
www.standuptoracism.org.uk 
info@standuptoracism.org.uk 
Twitter: @AntiRacismDay 


